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Black Swan and 
Signets

• Precocial

• Nests in elevated stick nests in raised thickets 
along waterways, in the middle of lakes, or in 
rivers. 

• Eats aquatic plants and duck weed

• Signets are covered in white fluffy down and 
are often seen hitching a ride on mums back 
and resting.

• Number one injury is hooked by fishing lines.



Magpie Goose

• Semi-altricial

• Eats mostly vegetation, aquatic vegetation and dry grass 
seeds.

• Normally found in wetlands along north eastern QLD.



Australasian Grebe

• Small Diving, bird

• Dives in freshwater for small fish and water bugs.

• Did you know Grebes eat their own feathers and 
feed them to their young to possibly protect 
against fish bones?.

• Nests mid lake on raised vegetation

• Chicks can swim from birth.

• Rare in care.



White Face Heron

• Semi-altricial

• Eats fish and in water 
crustaceans.

• Nests on platform of sticks in 
trees.

• Very pointy beak. Dangerous to 
rescurer’s eyes. Very rare in 
care.

• Loves to fish along the rivers, 
,wetlands and dams

• A master at fishing.



Egret’s

• Semi-altricial

• Rare in care, but a beautiful resident bird so wanted 
to share a picture.

• They are waders and love to hang out in wetlands or 
dams. Beware of that beak!

• Nest - a platform of sticks in branches of trees in or 
along water’s edge.

• There are many other species Egret. The most 
common in SEQ is a Cattle Egret – every cow must 
have one more like a fashion accessory.



Australian White Ibis Bub

• Semi-altricial

• Eats fish &water insects as natural diet. Unofficially, 
scavenges everything else.

• Super long bill for probing in mud flats, mangrove swamps 
& riverbanks.

• Chicks often fall out of their twig nests located in trees.

• Their natural habitat is in lakes, Dams and wetlands, but 
due to their adaptable scavenging skills they are now 
regulars at most local park bins.

• Not often in care as they tend to not survive injury's 
sustained from road trauma or falling from nests. They are 
also not found often due to no foot traffic in nesting areas.



Spoonbill Adult and 
Chick

• Semi-altricial

• Eats fish, waterbugs & insects.  Filters food  
by making side to side motion with bill 
across the water.

• Nests on platform of twigs in trees close to 
waterways

• Really fun to watch when feeding.  Don’t 
come into care often.



PURPLE SWAMPHEN 
MUM & BUB

• Precocial

• Lives along Riverbank’s Lakes, & Dams

• Eats Insects, water weed, & duck weed. 
Pulls up tough grass with their claws and 
eats the juicy roots like an ice cream.

• Chicks hide in the long grasses next to 
waterways. Nest in hidden reeds and 
grass tufts.

• Mum assist feeds chick for few weeks. 
They are often seen snatching weeds 
from mum’s beak or using long grasses or 
water weeds to play tug of war with 
siblings. 



DUSKY MOORHEN & CHICK

• Precocial

• Eats primarily Waterweed’s & Duck Weed, but also some 
insects.

• Chicks are kept very well hidden in grasses at Waterways, 
Dams & creeks. Nests in middle of lakes, Dams, & Swamps 
on raised nest or in raised rushes.

• Prefers to be swimming in the water more than 
Swamphens.

• Chicks are easily identified by distinguishing marks on 
their beak.



Eurasian Coot

• Precocial

• Eats water weed, duck weed aquatic plants, and water insects.

• Nest’s composed of aquatic plants and leaves built in reeds or 
on top of low lying bush.

• Spend most of their time on the water

• Babies are always well hidden

• CHECK OUT THOSE FEET 



Buff Banded Rail

• Precocial

• Eats insects, worms, crustaceans, waterweeds 
and seeds.

• Nests in reeds, thickets and dense vegetation.

• Parents will assist feed chicks for a while in the 
wild.

• Not often in care. Very quick and hides very 
well in the wild. I have spent some time trying 
to photograph them no success… yet !!



BUSH STONE CURLEW 
CHICK & ADULT

• Precocial

• Eats a wide variety of Insects & worms.

• Prefers Coastal Habitat

• Often lay eggs in carparks,  freshly 
mulched gardens, or parklands along the 
coast. Nests on the ground.

• Haunting cry.

• They are nocturnal and have a habit of 
staring at their reflection in shop 
windows which is completely normal for 
them.



MASKED LAPWING 
MUM & BUB 

• Precocial

• Eats insects, worms,  & duck weed in care.

• Lays eggs in nest on the ground in random 
places like median strips on central 
reservations of main roads (Probably due to 
decreasing habitat) or being smart where no 
one can get to them.

• When babies come into care they don’t always 
eat on their own for the first week so do need 
assistance. Some do, some don’t.



Lathams Snipe

• Another wader migrates to 
wetlands.

• Very long beaks for getting 
crustaceans from in the sand 
or mud.

• Very rare in care but this little 
guy is worth a photo feature.



Kingfisher,s

• Altricial

• SEQ Species as below:

• Common in care Sacred as pictured – Least tied to water out of 
the kingfishers.

• Azure kingfisher the most water dependent Kingfisher.

• Forest Kingfisher.

• Torresian Kingfisher(recently split from the collard Kingfisher.

• Nests in tree hollows near watercourses (Sacred) or riverbanks 
(Azure).

• Eats insects by swooping along surface of water to pick them 
off. Also eats crustaceans and tiny fish.

• Tiny little bird the adult in the picture made a full recovery and 
was released back to his home location.



Other Water Birds 
found in Lakes, close 
to stream’s and 
swamps not so 
common in care

• Crakes

• Darters – Actually not covered under 
Wildcare permit classed as a sea bird.

• Bitterns

• Comb-crested Jacarna

• Dotterels

• Black necked Stork - Jabiru

• Many more, but rare in care which is a 
good thing.
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