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Maranoa Wildlife Caring & Education Centre Pty Ltd

Sun Protection Policy

Rationale
Australia has one of the highest rates of skin cancer in the world. It is preventable through
awareness, education and implementing sun protection strategies.

It also aims to promote sun protection practices to children and young people through actively
implementing strategies in a role model capacity and during outdoor activities where children are
involved.

Aim

To ensure that all Maranoa Wildlife Caring & Education Centre (MWCEC) volunteers, including
children and guests,are protected from over-exposure to harmful UV radiation from the sun whilst
performing activities in the outdoors.

Sun protection strategies:

Outdoor Activities
All volunteers will use a combination of sun protection measures whilst performing duties in the
outdoors. These measures include:

- Observing weather reports for temperatures and UV index readings prior to commencing
outdoor activities.

- During extreme heat UV sun protection is required at all times. Extra precautions are to be
undertaken during peak times (10am to 3pm) and where possible, minimising outdoor
activities during these hours (both frequency and duration).

- Ensuring that within planning for all outdoor activities sun protection measures have been
considered.

Shade
Outdoor activities should be planned to occur in shaded areas, where possible. Shade can include
portable, natural and built structures.

Hats
Broad-brimmed hats are to be worn whilst performing duties in the sun. The hat must be sun safe,
providing protection to the face, neck and ears.

Clothing
When performing activities outdoors, it is recommended to wear:
- Loose-fitting clothing
- Long sleeves (rolled down) and collar to cover neck
- Long pants
- Covered in shoes
- Natural fibre and dark colours are also recommended by the Queensland Cancer Fund
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Sunscreen

All volunteers are to apply sunscreen with a minimum of water resistant SPF30+ broad-spectrum
protection at least 20 minutes before going outdoors. Sunscreen should be reapplied every 2 hours
after the initial application.

Children and Young People
When working with children and young people in the outdoors, volunteers are to model appropriate
sun protection behaviour through:
- Wearing a sun safe hat, clothing and if necessary, sunglasses
- Applying sunscreen before the activity commences and reapplying throughout the duration
of the activity
- Promoting and using shade whenever possible.

Behaviour

Encourage participation in training and awareness programs that include:
o Health effects of exposure to UV radiation
o  Factors affecting levels of UV radiation.
o  Correct use of sun protection measures, and
o  Early detection of skin cancer.

Review
This policy will be monitored and reviewed by the MWCEC Management Committee as an effective
policy every 2 years to ensure continued best practice.

APPROVAL

Uncontrolled when printed unless issued and stamped control copy.

Document Approved By:

Meryl Eddie, Director Date Approved: 25" August 2021
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