Easy Reference Guide

Veterinary Aspects

The following information has been extracted from the main Sections of the
Manual as an Easy Reference Guide.

Schedule classifications for drugs and poisons
The Health (Drugs and Poisons) Regulation 1996

Schedule

Schedule 1
Schedule 2
Pharmacy Medicine

Schedule 3
Pharmacist Only Medicine

Schedule 4
Prescription Only
Medicine/
Prescription Animal
Remedy

Schedule 5
Caution

Schedule 6
Poison

Schedule 7
Dangerous Poison

Schedule 8
Controlled Drug

Schedule 9
Prohibited Substance

Description

(This schedule is intentionally blank)

Substances, the safe use of which may require advice from a
pharmacist and which should be available from a pharmacy or,
where a pharmacy service is not available, from a licensed
person.

Substances, the safe use of which requires professional advice
but which should be available to the public from a pharmacist
without a prescription

Substances, the use or supply of which should be by or on the
order of persons permitted by State or Territory legislation to
prescribe and should be available from a pharmacist on
prescription.

Substances with a low potential for causing harm, the extent of
which can be reduced through the use of appropriate packaging
with simple warnings and safety directions on the label.

Substances with a moderate potential for causing harm, the
extent of which can be reduced through the use of distinctive
packaging with strong warnings and safety directions on the
label.

Substances with a high potential for causing harm at low
exposure and which require special precautions during
manufacture, handling or use. These poisons should be
available only to specialised or authorised users who have the
skills necessary to handle them safely. Special regulations
restricting their availability, possession, storage or use may
apply.

Substances which should be available for use but require
restriction of manufacture, supply, distribution, possession and
use to reduce abuse, misuse and physical or psychological
dependence.

Substances which may be abused or misused, the manufacture,
possession, sale or use of which should be prohibited by law
except when required for medical or scientific research, or for
analytical, teaching or training purposes with approval of
Commonwealth and/or State or Territory Health Authorities.
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Different Types of Drugs and their Uses

Analgesic
Antibiotic

Sedative

General Anaesthetic

Local Anaesthetic

Anti-Inflammatories

Euthanasia Drugs

Common Drugs used in Wildlife

Relieves pain without affecting consciousness. Some may reduce

level of alertness.

Inhibits the growth of or kills bacteria

Depresses the central nervous system and tends to cause reduced
mental activity (also referred to as a tranquiliser)

Produces unconsciousness. Can be either injectable or inhalation.

Produces analgesia of an area. Usually used for small, short

procedures.

Relieves pain, swelling and fever caused by acute inflammation.

Drugs used to euthanase animals

Below is a schedule of drugs commonly used in Australian wildlife.

Antibiotics

Trade Name

Active Ingredient

Species Most

Most Common Route

Commonly Used | of Administration
for
Betamox Amoxyecillin Avian Oral
Amoxycillin 400® Mammal
Bactrim ® Trimethoprim and Avian Oral
Septrin ® Sulfamethoxazole Mammal
Echidna
Reptile
Trivetrin ® Trimethoprim and Mammal Injection
Sulfamethoxazole Reptile
Baytril ® Enrofloxacin Avian Available in both oral
Reptile or injectable forms
Amphibian
Mammal
Echidna
Clavulox ® Clavulanic acid and Avian Available in both oral
Amoxycillin Mammal and injectable forms
Fortum ® Ceftazidine Reptile Injectable
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Analgesics and Anti-Inflammatories

Trade Name

Active Ingredient

Species Most

Most Common Route

Commonly Used | of Administration
for
Temgesic ® Burpenorphine Mammal Injectable
Reptile
Torbugesic ® Butorphanol Avian Injectable
Amphibian
Methone ® Methadone Mammals Injectable
hydrochloride
Panadol ® Paracetamol Mammals Oral
Painstop (Daytime) ® | Paracetamol and Mammals Oral
Codeine
Metacam ® Meloxicam Avian Available in both oral
Amphibian and injectable forms
Mammal
Reptile
Rimadyl ® Carprofen Mammals Injectable
Solu-delta-cortef® Prednisolone sodium Avian Injectable
succinate Koalas
Reptile

Anaesthetic / Sedative

Trade Name

Active Ingredient

Species Most
Commonly Used
for

Most Common Route
of Administration

Isoflurane Isoflurane All species Gaseous inhalation
Alfaxan RTU CD® Alfaxalone Mammals Injectable
Reptiles
Zoletil ® Tiletamine and Mammals Injectable
Zolazepam
Pamlin ® Diazepam Mammals Injectable

Anti-Fungal

Trade Name

Active Ingredient

Species Most

Most Common Route

Commonly Used | of Administration
for

Nilstat ® Nystatin Avian Oral
Mammals

Surolan® Miconazole nitrate, Mammals Topical

polymyxin B sulfate and
prednisolone acetate
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Anti-Parasitic

Trade Name

Active Ingredient

Species Most

Most Common Route

Commonly Used | of Administration
for
Avitrol Plus ® Levamisole Avian Oral
hydrochloride and
Praziquantel
Baycox ® Toltrazuril Mammal Oral
Avian
Cydectin ® Moxidectin Avian Available in both oral
Mammal and injectable forms
Ivomec ® Ivermectin Reptiles (not Available in both oral
turtles) and injectable forms
Mammals
Panacur ® Fenbendazole Reptiles Oral
Mammals

Anti-Psychotic

Trade Name

Active Ingredient

Species Most

Most Common Route

Commonly Used | of Administration
for
Modecate ® Fluphenazine Decanoat Macropods Injectable

Gastro-intestinal

Trade Name

Active Ingredient

Species Most

Most Common Route

Commonly Used | of Administration
for
Prepulsid® Cisapride Koalas Oral
Mammals
Tympanol® Acid dairy, spirit Mammals Oral
polyvinyl, tincture of
bitter wormwood.
Scourban® Sulfadimidine, Mammals Oral

Sulfadiazine and others
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Terminology
Wildlife rehabilitators should become familiar with common abbreviations often used by vets.
Abbreviations are used in a variety of circumstances (e.g. Release paperwork and copies of

veterinary records).

Listed below are some of the more common abbreviations used:-

Administering Medications

Abbreviation | Meaning Abbreviation Meaning

SID Once daily PO or p.o. Orally (per os)
BID Twice daily IM or i/m Intramuscular
TID Three times daily SCor SQ or s/c Subcutaneous
QID Four times daily IVori/v Intraveneous
qd Every day (same as SID) ml Milli-litre

q8h Every 8 hours ql2h Every 12 hours

Physical Examination, Physiology

Abbreviation Meaning

BAR Bright, alert, responsive

BPM Beats or breathes per minute

CRT Capillary refill time

DOA Dead on arrival

GI Gastrointestinal

HBC or MVA Hit by car / motor vehicle accident
HR Heart rate

ICU Intensive care unit

L (with a circle around it) Left

R (with a circle around it) Right

LOC Level of consciousness

Mm Mucous membrane

NAD No abnormalities detected

P Pulse

PM Post mortem; or abbreviation for evening
R Respirations

RR Respiration rate

Stat Immediately (statim)

TLC Tender loving care

TPR Temperature, pulse and respiration
URI Upper respiratory infection
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Abbreviation Meaning

WNL Within normal limits

Wt Weight

BW Body weight

N Increased

7 Decreased

+ Positive (used to describe test results) may have multiple +’s to
indicate degree

- Negative (used to describe test results) may have multiple —‘s to
indicate degree

< Less than

> Greater than
Male

Q Female

Bx Biopsy

Dx Diagnosis

Fx Fracture

Hx History

Rx Prescription

Sx Surgery

Tx Treatment
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Terms Used to Describe Direction

It is useful for wildlife rehabilitators to have an understanding of some of the commonly used
terms used by veterinarians when describing direction on a body. This helps you to understand
written notes from veterinary clinics describing injuries and wounds. Below is a list of the
commonly used terms and what they relate to.

Abbreviation Meaning

Ventral Refers to the belly or underside of a body or body part

Dorsal Refers to the back

Cranial Means towards the head

Caudal Means towards the tail

Anterior Means front of the body. Used more to describe organs or body
parts.

Posterior Means rear of the body

Rostral Means nose end of the head

Caudal Means towards the tail

Cephalic Means pertaining to the head

Medial Means toward midline

Lateral Means away from the midline

Superior Means uppermost, above, or toward the head

Inferior Means lowermost, below, or toward the tail

Proximal Means nearest midline or beginning of a structure

Distal Means farthest from midline or beginning of a structure

Superficial Means near the surface; also called external

Deep Means away from the surface; also called internal

Palmar Means bottom of the front foot or hoof

Plantar Means bottom of the rear foot or hoof.
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FIGURE 2-2 Medial versus lateral. The arrows on these cat
represent the directional terms medial and lateral.

FIGURE 2-1 Directional terms. The arrows on this Boston Source: All Illustrated Guide to Vetennary

terrier represent the following directional terms: A = cra- Medical Terminology
nial, B = caudal, C = ventral, D = dorsal, E = rostral, F =
proximal, G = distal, H = palmar, I = plantar.

Rescue and First Aid for Wildlife — Wildcare Australia Inc.
EASY REFERENCE GUIDE - VETERINARY ASPECTS Page 7



Anatomy and Physiology
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Diagram above indicates the skeletal structure of a cat which is very similar to many wildlife
species. Rehabilitators should become familiar with basic anatomical definitions.

Source: An Illustrated Guide to Veterinary Medical Terminology (Romich)

Cornea ) _— /Sclera
ey Chambers of the Eye

Anterior
chamber

Source: An Illustrated Guide to Veterinary
Medical Terminology (Romich)

Posterior
chamber
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FIGURE 9-1 Structures of the respiratory system

Diagram: Respiratory system of mammals.
Source: An lllustrated Guide to Veterinary Medical Terminology (Romich)
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Incisive

Front View Side View

Bones of the skull and face.
Source: An Illustrated Guide to Veterinary Medical Terminology
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Fractures

The different types of fractures commonly seen in wildlife include:-

Simple Fracture — where the bone has been broken cleanly into 2 pieces

Multiple (or comminuted) Fracture — where the bone has been broken in a number of places.
Compound (or open) Fracture — where the bone has been fractured and has punctured the
skin.

Complicated Fracture — includes damage to organs or other structures around the fracture site
Greenstick fracture — where the fracture does not pass through the bone

Pathological fracture — where a fracture occurs due to disease affecting/damaging the bone

Terminology used to describe the location of the fracture:-

Proximal - that part of the bone nearest to the body

Distal — that part of the bone farthest from the body

Mid Shaft — a fracture more or less in the centre of a long bone

Physeal — a fracture through the growth plate of an immature animal (particularly common in
macropods)

Diaphyseal — a fracture of the diaphysis or mid shaft of the bone

Ephiphyseal — a fracture of the epiphysis

Condylar - a fracture of the epiphysis when condyles are involved
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