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Recommended Reading 

 

Below is a list of publications that wildlife rehabilitators may find useful. 

 

Natural History  

CSIRO Publishing have a series of books called “Australian Natural History Series” which 
includes comprehensive information on how species live in the wild.  These are an essential 

resource for wildlife rehabilitators.  Remember, without knowledge of how they live in the 

wild, we cannot adequately care for them during their rehabilitation. 

 Australian Magpie 

 Bettongs, Potoroos and the Musky Rat-Kangaroo 

 Bowerbirds 

 Cockatoos 

 Echidna 

 Flying Foxes 

 Goannas  

 Herons, Egrets and Bitterns 

 Kookaburra  

 Mound-Builders 

 Native Mice and Rats 

 Platypus 

 Possums 

 Tawny Frogmouth 

 Tree-kangaroos  

 Wedge-tailed Eagle 

 Wombats 

 Kangaroos  

  

Rescue and Rehabilitation 

The following publications are not Australian however many of the principals can be 

adopted to suit our native Australian wildlife. 

 

Wildlife Search and Rescue; A Guide for First Responders  
Rebecca Dmytryk, 2012. Published by John Wiley & Sons Ltd 

 

Practical Wildlife Care 

Les Stocker, 2005.  Published by Blackwell Publishing. 

 

Veterinary Disaster Response  
2009.  Published by Wiley-Blackwell. 
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Veterinary (General)  

These publications relate to the general health of domestic animals, livestock and some 

wildlife.  They are very good resources though to help wildlife rehabilitators understand the 

fundamentals of assessment and health of animals. 

 

Medical History and Physical Examination in Companion Animals  
2009. Published by Elsevier Limited  

 

The Merck/Merial Manual for Pet Health (Home Edition) 

2007.  Published by Merck & Co Inc. 

 
An Illustrated Guide to Veterinary Medical Terminology 

2000.  Published by Thomson Delmar Learning.   

 

Clinical Anatomy & Physiology for Veterinary Technicians.   

2002.  Published by Mosby Inc. 

 
 

 

Veterinary (Australian Wildlife)   

The following are excellent publications specifically relating to the biology, management and 

veterinary treatment of Australian wildlife.  While these publications may be more advanced 

than what wildlife rehabilitators will generally require, they are an excellent investment if 
you wish to further your knowledge. 

 

Medicine of Australian Mammals 

2008. Published by CSIRO. 

 

Australian Mammals; Biology and Captive Management  
Stephen Jackson, 2003.  Published by CSIRO. 

 

 

The Australian Registry of Wildlife Health - www.arwh.org.au 

This website has some excellent resources on common diseases in Australian native 
wildlife. (Some of their resources are included on the CD for this Manual).  

 

 

iTunes Applications:- 

• Veterinary Terms (free) or Veterinary Terms + ($0.99) 

• Blacks Veterinary Dictionary ($8.99) 

• Veterinary Dictionary ($1.99) – Saunders  

• Veterinary ($5.49) 

• Micromedex Drug Information (free) – humans 

• Field Guide to Victorian Fauna (free) 

  

http://www.arwh.org.au/
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Field Guides 

Wildlife of Greater Brisbane 

Published by Queensland Museum  

 

A Field Guide to the Mammals of Australia 

2011. Published by Oxford University Press 
 

A Field Guide to Reptiles of Queensland 

2005. Published by New Holland Publishing  

 

Tracks, Scats and Other Traces  
2009.  Published by Oxford University Pres 

 

Australian Bats 

2011.  Published by New Holland Publishing  

 

Field Guide to Australian Birds 
2000. Published by Steve Parish Publishing. 

 

 

 

Recommended Suppliers 

 

Below are links to a number of businesses that supply good quality rescue and 

rehabilitation equipment. 

Gecko Wildlife Presentations  
www.geckoeswildlife.com.au  

Telephone:  0410 013 811 (Martin Fingland) 

Email:  info@geckoeswildlife.com.au  

Supplies high quality reptile equipment including snake hooks, bags and tongs. 

 
 

Animal Care Equipment and Services 
www.animal-care.com.au 

Telephone:  03 9532 6069  
Supplies rescue equipment including nets (Magnum net and Small Mammal Net with 

telescopic handle) 

 

 

WA Poultry Equipment 
www.wapoultryequipment.com.au  

Email:  sales@wape.com.au  

Telephone:  08 9524 1251 

Supplies Vetario and Brinsea intensive care units.   

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.geckoeswildlife.com.au/
mailto:info@geckoeswildlife.com.au
http://www.animal-care.com.au/
http://www.wapoultryequipment.com.au/
mailto:sales@wape.com.au
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 Mathematics Converstion Chart 

Source - Clinical Textbook for Veterinary Technicians 

 

ABBREVIATIONS CONVERSIONS 

 

Weight 

grain = grain 

gram = g 

kilogram = kg 

milligram = mg 

microgram - µg 

pound = lb 

 

 

Volume 

Cubic centimetre = cm2 

Drop = gtt 

Gallon = gal 

Litre = L 

Millilitre = ml 

Ounce = oz 

Pint = pit 

Quart = qt 

Tablespoon = tbsp 

Teaspoon = tsp 

Unit = unit 

 

Weight Conversions 

1 g = 1000 mg 

1 mg = 1000 µg 

1 g (mass) = 1 ml (volume) 

1 kg (mass) = 1 L (volume) 

1 lb= 16 oz 

1 lb = 454 g 

1 grain = 60 mg 

 

Volume Conversions 

1 L = 1000 ml 

1 L = 32 oz 

1 ml = 1 cm³ 

1 drop = 0.05 ml 

1 ml = 15-16 drops 

1 tsp = 5 ml 

1 tbsp = 15 ml 

1 oz = 30 ml 

1 gal = 3785 ml 

1 pt = 473 ml 

1 qt = 960 ml 
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Glossary 

Source – Dictionary of Veterinary Nursing 

Abdomen The area between the diaphragm and the pelvis that contains the 

abdominal viscera 

Abrasion An open wound, usually with extensive loss of epithelial tissue, 
often painful owing to exposed nerve endings. 

Acute Adjective used to describe a disease of rapid onset, with severe 

and recognisable symptoms, but often a quick recovery occurs 

following treatment 

Agonal breathing The gasping type of respiration seen in a dying animal 

Alopecia  Deficiency or complete loss of hair 

Anaemia Defined as the decrease in the number of red blood cells below the 

normal range for the species of animal concerned 

Anaesthesia A state of reduced perception of pain, show a loss of sensation or 

feeling in part or all of the body. 

General anaesthesia – loss of pain over the whole body during 
unconsciousness of the brain induced by a chemical agent 

Local anaesthesia – sensation loss induced in a restricted part of 

the body where pain is not wanted. 

Anaesthetic Used to describe a drug that produces anaesthesia  

Analgesia Reduced perception of pain, without the loss of awareness 

Anaphylactic shock Peracute response to an antigen in a sensitised animal, 
characterised by collapse, difficulty in breathing and generalised 

permeability of the peripheral circulation. 

Antibacterial Substance that kills or stops the growth of bacteria 

Antibiotic Substance that is produced by microorganims, or synthesised as a 

derivative, to kill or inhibit the growth of bacteria or fungi. 

Antiseptic Can be defined simply as a skin disinfectant. Includes any 

substance that inhibits the growth or spread of bacterial which is 

not harmful to animal tissues. 

Apnoea Temporary cessation of breathing 

Arrhythmia Loss of the normal regular heart beat 

Asphyxia Starvation of oxygen through a restriction of inspired air reaching 
the lungs; suffocation 

Ataxia Unsteady walking, shaky or unbalanced gait 

Barrier nursing A term used in infectious disease nursing to describe isolation of 

the patient, using separate utensils, ensuring scrupulous 
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attention to hands and clothing disinfection etc. 

Bloat Condition of distended abdomen either the result of gorging food 

or from an accumulation of gas in the stomach 

Bruising The effect of trauma with discolouration and haemorrhage; where 

there is a blood clotting disorder, bruises may develop from very 
trivial injuries.  Colour changes in bruises are the result of the 

breakdown of the haemoglobin. 

Burn A severe injury to tissue caused by dry heat, chemicals, radiation 

or electricity.  Injuries are characterised by necrosis, peeling of 

skin etc. Fluid losses may be anticipated; treatment for shock 

should be given and attempts made to prevent infection of the 
burn.  

Caecum The proximal part of the large intestine.  

Capillary refill time 

(CRT) 

Test used for quick assessment of shock or circulatory failure; 

pressure applied to the gum causes blanching and the time until 

the gum is pink again is measured in seconds. 

Cellulitis Skin infection in the deepest layers of the skin. 

Chlorhexidine An antiseptic used in solution as an effective skin disinfectant 

before surgery 

Chronic disease One that has been present for some time and does not 

immediately progress to cause the death of an animal 

Cloaca The external orifice of birds and reptiles, fulfils a dual function of 
excretion and of reproduction 

Congenital Condition present at birth; it may be hereditary or develop after 

some injury during pregnancy 

Constipation Faeces retained in the rectum and large intestine; hard lumps 

may be difficult to pass and straining may occur  

Contagious disease A disease that may pass from one animal to another, by direct 

contact, by an object such as a brush or by a vector such as an 

insect bite. All communicable diseases are transmissible, unlike 

metabolic diseases. 

Cornea Surface of the eye that is transparent to light as it totally lacks 

blood vessels and is composed of layers or parallel tissue. 

Crepitus Grating feel or noise when broken bone fragments move across 

each other or roughened cartilage.   

Cyanosis Bluish appearance of the skin, tongue or mucous membrances 

caused by insufficient oxygen reaching the tissues. 

Debridement Cleaning up a wound by removal of contaminating foreign matter 
and devitalised tissue, healing then takes place by granulation if 

coaption is impossible 

Deep pain sensation Pain measured by the animal’s attitude and behaviour.   
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Dehydration A reduction in the total body water content and the signs 

associated with deficiency of water in the tissues and circulation, 

caused by diseases, shock or inadequate fluid intake. 

Dermatitis Any inflammatory condition of the skin, especially from some 

outside influence such as bacteria, parasites, fungi and 
mechanical damage. 

Diagnosis The art and science of determining the cause of illness by 

considering the patient’s signs and symptoms, the history 

provided by the owner, together with such laboratory tests and 

imaging techniques as needed. 

Diarrhoea Rapid passage of soft faecal matter from the intestines to the 
exterior; the passage of abnormally soft or liquid faeces is 

accompanied by fluid and electrolyte losses. 

Discharge  Fluid flowing from a wound or body cavity 

Disease Any morbid disorder with a specific cause; signs and symptoms 

can be recognised. Injuries and accidents are excluded from this 
definition. 

Disinfectant Agent that destroys or removes all bacteria, viruses and fungi, 

includes environmental and skin disinfectants.   

Dyspnoea Laboured or difficulty breathing; may result from obstruction of 

the airway, various diseases of the bronchial tree and lung tissue 

or from heart disease. 

Emaciation Extreme thinness; may result from starvation, chronic disease etc 

Enucleation Total removal of the eyeball 

Euthanasia Humane destruction of an animal; means “good death” 

Exudate The fluid that oozes slowly out of damaged capillaries and dries to 

form a scab 

Fracture  Complete break in the integrity of a bone; usually a result of 

trauma but can occur with little force if the bone is diseased. 

Granuloma Description of a tissue mass that has an appearance similar to 

granulation tissue.  May appear like a tumour but is usually a 

result of a chronic inflammatory process. 

Haemorrhage The loss of blood from arteries, veins or capillaries.  Haemorrhage 
may be classified as internal or external; other descriptions 

describe the location or the time it occurred. 

Heat stroke Condition of collapse associated with an elevated body 

temperature, haemo-concentration and failure of body enzyme 

systems. 

Hyperglycaemia Raised blood sugar level 

Hyperthermia Body temperature increase to a high level; results in collapse, 

haemoconcentration and failure of body enzyme systems, fatal 

unless rapid cooling measures can be introduced.   
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Hypervolaemia An increase in the volume of fluid in the circulation; may be 

produced by overenthusiastic fluid therapy. 

Hypoglycaemia Low blood sugar level 

Hypothermia Below normal body temperature 

Hypoxia Diminished blood oxygen leads to reduced availability of oxygen to 
the tissues, a state that must be guarded against during and after 

general anaesthesia.  

Inflammation A response by the tissues to any harmful stimulus, usually 

intended to limit the spread of the harm to the rest of the body 

and to protect the vital organs. 

Inhalation 
pneumonia 

Gastric contents or other semisolid substances that enter the 
trachea by accident and set up disease in the lungs; causes a 

difficult to treat pneumonia 

Intussusception Invagination of a length of small intestine into itself or possibly the 

large intestine 

Laceration A jagged wound 

Lameness Gait abnormality resulting in a lack of symmetry in the stride 

pattern, caused by pain or mechanical restrictions 

Lesion Any abnormality in the gross or microscopic appearance of body 

tissue resulting from a disease process 

Moribund Dying, usually without hope  

Mucous membrane Protective lining to the body cavities; some are ciliated to move the 
mucus along with waves of propulsion 

Myiasis Infection with fly maggots 

Necrosis Death of cells or tissue 

Nystagmus Unusual flicking movement of the eyeballs.  Most easily recognised 

by using the ophthalmoscope to examine the fundus.  May be 
caused by disorders by the parts of the brain controlling the 

eyesight and the balance.   

Oedema Excessive accumulation of fluid in the body, usually in the tissues 

and the body cavities 

Palpation Careful investigation using the hands 

Palpate Investigation by touch; a cornerstone of clinical examination 

Paralysis Complete loss of function of an area of the body; when applied to a 

limb, the term means that the animal is unable to make any 

stepping movements, even if aided. 

PCV Packed Cell Volume.  The percentage of the circulating blood 

volume that is taken up by cells, as opposed to fluid.  A raised 
PCV may indicate dehydration; a  low PCV indicates shock, 

anaemia, excessive rehydration etc. 
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Pneumonia Inflammation of the lung tissue; causes include bacterial or viral 

infections, allergy, aspiration of gastric contents. 

Pneumothorax The presence of free air within the thoracic cavity; usually the 

result of trauma to the thoracic wall.  

Polydipsia Increased thirst; a common clinical sign and often associated with 
polyuria 

Polyuria Increased production of urine 

Prognosis The likely outcome of a disease 

Pulmonary Relating to the lungs 

Pulmonary oedema Inflammation of lung tissue, with build-up of oedema fluid within 

the alveoli. 

Secondary  Indicates something that develops later 

Seizure General term used for an epileptic fit  

Septicaemia Condition where bacteria are multiplying in the bloodstream; 

toxins add to the problem 

Shock Profound physiological change in the body with circulatory 
collapse as the result of trauma, bacterial toxins or allergic 

response. 

Stasis Lack of flow, as with an intestine obstruction 

Tachycardia Elevated heart rate; common causes include pain, stress 

(adrenaline) hypotension and drugs such as atropine 

Tachypnoea Elevated respiratory rate; common causes include pain, shock, 
airway obstruction, effusions and pneumonia. 

Toxic Harmful, poisonous 

Toxin  A poisonous substance, biological in origin 

Tremor Repetitive, involuntary movement 

Triage The action of prioritizing patients according to the severity of their 
injuries so that life-threatening conditions are treated before less-

serious injuries.   

Ulcer A full thickness crater or erosion defect in the surface of the skin 

or mucous membrane, often surrounded by a zone of 

inflammation 

Unconscious A state of deep sleep-like unawareness of surroundings with 
reduced responses to external stimuli; often the result of a head 

injury or administration of anaesthetic agents. 

 


