Home Care of Sick and
Injured Wildlife

koala joey.

Credit: Lee Pirini



Introduction

The prognosis for any sick or injured native animal will be greatly affected by the daily care that
you provide to the animal during its course of rehabilitation.

Listed below are procedures that should be adopted to ensure the best possible outcome for the
animals in your care.

Housing

Provide Security

Most mammals and reptile species will feel more secure if provided with a “hidey-hole”. For
small mammals (small possums, gliders, native rodents, bandicoots) and reptiles (dragons,
skinks) this can be a simple cardboard box with the top removed and turned upside down
with an appropriate sized hole cut in one end. Small clean hollow logs, or PVC plumbing
pipe can also be used, but they must allow you to access the animal if required. For larger
species such as Brushtail possums provide a possum box (ensure that the possum box has
easy access for treatment).

Provide natural vegetation. Even if the animal is not self-feeding, (or if they are not
herbivores), the provision of some small leafy branches, or leaf litter (if injuries allow) in the
enclosure so that they have something to hide in will provide them with security. This is
important for all species at all stages of their rehabilitation.

Common Brushtail Possum in a timber possum Infant koalas with their ‘teddy’ which provides

box them with a sense of security. Credit: Karen
Credit: Karen Scott Scott
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Provide Warmth

e Most sick and injured wildlife will require some form of gentle warmth
to aid in healing. For animals that are mobile, providing a gentle heat
source to one side or at one end of the enclosure will allow them to
move towards or away from the heat as they need. For animals that
are not mobile (e.g. paralysed), you will need to closely monitor the e
animal for signs of over or under heating. Always use an
indoor/outdoor thermometer (pictured right) when providing heat and i
ensure that you have good knowledge of the correct temperature range e
for that species.

e Heat sources can include: electric heat pad, hot water bottle, hospital lamp, Snugglesafe®
heat disk, humidicrib or intensive care unit such as a Vetario or Brinsea or brooder box.

e A digital indoor/outdoor thermometer is a useful item to monitor the ambient temperature of
the enclosure (do not place within reach of an animal that may chew it. If placing it within
reach of an animal or bird that may chew it, you can enclose it in a small width of electrical
or plumbing pipe with the probe slightly exposed at one end. This will help to protect the
cord whilst still recording an accurate temperature.

e Ensure that you know the preferred body temperature of the animal that you are caring for.
This varies greatly between species and even within individual animals within a species.

e Ensure that the method of heating that you use does not pose a risk to the animal. For
example, if using a heat lamp ensure that the animal cannot reach the lamp and sustain
burns (such as gliders, reptiles, birds). Using a ‘cage’ over the lamp helps to reduce the risk
of injury.

You must be aware of the PREFERRED BODY TEMPERATE for the species that
you are caring for. Please refer to the Species Information Sheets for specific
information on providing heat to various species.

You must pay close attention to the behaviour of the animal in your care to ensure that it is not
suffering from heat stress. Remember, that as the animal improves and is able to maintain its
own body temperate, you will need to adjust its heating requirements.

Young ducks in a hospital cage with a desk Intensive Care Unit which provides warmth and
lamp for gentle warmth. humidity for sick and orphaned wildlife.
Credit: AZWH Credit: Karen Scott
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Cage Setup and Placement

Ensure that cages and enclosures are placed in a suitable area.

Outdoor enclosures should be housed away from domestic animals (both yours and your
neighbours) and away as much as possible from noise (don’t put the enclosure outside the
family room where the stereo is usually blasting).

Indoor enclosures should be placed in a quiet room or garage where there will be minimal
disturbance to the animal.

Enclosures should provide protection from the elements such as draughts, rain or full sun or
weather extremes (such as hail or storms).

For social species (such as bats and some bird species etc) place enclosures in the vicinity of
others of their own kind. This is effective particularly in species such as bats that live in
large colonies and greatly reduces the stress on the animal. Ensure that you take note of
any quarantine requirements before placing too close.

Do not place territorial or prey species within site or smell of each other. For example, do not
place small mammals in close proximity to reptiles or large predatory birds close to small
prey birds.

Enclosures should allow you to easily access the animal. For example, do not place a large
bird in a cage with only a small opening where you have to dismantle the cage to access the
bird.

Bedding

Ensure that bedding is soft, clean and appropriate to the size and condition of the animal.
Ensure that general bedding is changed daily or more regularly if required.

Soiled or wet bedding should be changed as regularly as possible.

Contaminated or stained bedding should be soaked in a sanitizing solution before washing.
Absorbent products such as Kimberley & Clark squares (these have a plastic bottom and

absorbent padding on the top) can be used, these help draw moisture away from the animal’s
fur and skin but still need to be changed regularly.

Infant koala suffering from Chamydia and
pneumonia. His basket is well padded with
warm blankets and he has a teddy for security.
He has fresh leaf within easy reach.

Credit: Karen Scott
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Open Wounds

Do not house animals in a dirt or leaf litter substrate as the wound may become infected or
contaminated with debris. House the animal in an enclosure that is easy to clean (such as a
plastic tub or carry cage) and provide clean towels or newspaper on the floor of the enclosure.

House indoors — housing indoors greatly reduces the risk of the wound being fly-blown
(infested with maggots). Covering the indoor enclosure with flyscreen mesh also greatly
reduces the chance of fly-strike. It is important during the recovery phase that the animal
has some sun exposure each day (or every second day) for at least twenty minutes. Cover the
wound if possible or check thoroughly once you have bought them back inside for any sign of
contamination.

Fractures

For mammals with fractured limbs which normally climb such as possums or gliders get
clear instructions from the veterinarian before providing climbing branches in their enclosure
or housing facilities. Most fracture repairs should enable the animal to resume normal
movement straight away; however some will need resting for a period of time before normal
movement is allowed. In order for these fractures to heal properly you need to ensure that
the animal does not use the affected limbs unnecessarily.

For birds with fractures, house in a cage or enclosure with towels on the bottom. If providing
a perch, ensure that the perch is low in the enclosure, so that if the bird falls it is less likely
to injure itself further.

For birds with sore feet, cover the perches with soft towels or foam to provide support and to
reduce further injury or pain.

Once the animal is able to have more room and permitted to perch/climb, provide sturdy
branches with rough bark to aid their grip. Smooth bark branches are difficult for animals to
climb on when they are recuperating from fractures.

Arboreal Animals (ones that live in trees — possums, gliders, bats)

Do not house arboreal animals in enclosures that are placed on the ground as this can be
very stressful for the animal. Put the enclosure on a table at hip height or higher (particular
for flying foxes) you will often find that the animal’s stress is minimised when a human is not
towering over them.

For arboreal animals that are allowed to move around a little, provide a few suitable
branches in the enclosure, their stress levels will be reduced by having something familiar
such as a branch to grip onto. Take care when providing foliage that their dressings, limbs or
bandages do not become entangled. Careful monitoring is required.
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Partial Paralysis

e Ensure that the enclosure is large enough for the animal to lie comfortably. If the enclosure
is too small it will prevent the animal from being able to lie flat and in a comfortable position.
Too large an enclosure will encourage the animal to try to move around unnecessarily which
could cause additional damage or pain.

e Check the bedding frequently for urine and faeces — at least 4 times daily. Do not allow the
animal to lay in its own urine and faeces this is extremely stressful to the animal and can
cause fur loss, ulcers and bacterial or fungal skin infections. The animal must also be turned
after each bedding change to ensure correct blood flow, and reduce the risk of pressure
sores. When working with a large animal such as a macropod in these conditions always
work at their level (on your knees) this will reduce the stress on the animal and they will be
less reactive to your presence.

Red-necked Wallaby with paralysis in hind
legs. He was placed on a soft Snooza® bed
with towels underneath for warmth and to
keep him dry. He had grass placed within
easy reach.

Credit: Karen Scott
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Injuries and Disease

Wound Management

Ensure that wounds are checked regularly and bandages changed as per the vet’s
instructions.

If the wound looks as though it is becoming infected, the bandages become soiled and you
are unable to change or replace it or has a distinct odour, take the animal back to your vet
for re-assessment as soon as possible.

If the wound has become fly-blown, take the animal back to your vet for treatment
immediately.

Ensure that any dressings and bandages are kept clean. For animals that are prone to
dirtying their bandages, place an additional layer of bandage around the area (e.g. Vetwrap
®) so that this can be regularly removed and replaced without interfering with the actual
wound dressings.

Ensure that dressings and bandages are kept dry (unless waterproof bandaging has been
applied). In some cases, water dishes will need to be removed from the enclosure and water
offered by hand (or by dish) at regular intervals throughout the day/night (as appropriate) to
prevent the animal from wetting the bandages/wounds.

Ensure that you closely monitor the animal’s pain and discomfort. If you feel that the animal
is in pain, speak with your vet or Coordinator.

Monitoring Urine and Faecal Output

For animals with partial paralysis (particularly in the hind quarters) it is particularly
important to monitor the urine and faeces output. You must assess whether the animal is
urinating voluntarily or whether the muscles of the bladder have been affected and the
animal is “leaking” urine as the bladder becomes overfull. If the latter is occurring, you will
need to discuss this with your Vet as a catheter may need to be inserted whilst the animal
recovers. If you are unsure what you need to look for ask your vet.

Monitor the faeces for signs of loose motions or diarrhoea. If diarrhoea occurs, discuss this
with your vet. In some cases this can be dietary or stress related.

Be aware of the individual requirements of the animal that you are caring for, for example,
turtles will generally not urinate or defecate unless they are in water. When treating turtles,
they will need to be placed into a large tub of water every few days so that they can pass
urine and faeces.
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Handling

When caring for an animal that is recovering from an injury or trauma, feeding, medicating
and cleaning should all be done at the same time if possible to reduce handling and stress on
the animal. Ensure that you have everything you need at hand before you begin.

Ensure that injured animals are handled carefully and appropriately. For animals with
spinal damage, lift them in such a way that their spine stays straight, for animals with
fractures, do not handle the injured limb/wing unnecessarily, always provide support in the
form of a blanket or towel.

Be careful when handling some animals as some are more prone to losing feathers or fur (e.g.
bandicoots and some bird species such as rainforest pigeons).

Wear protective clothing when dealing with diseased or contagious animals, a large mans
long sleeve shirt or t-shirt is ideal as an overcoat or invest in some cheap scrub tops, and a
pair of Crocs® to use inside the enclosure that can easily be disinfected after use.

Recumbent Patients (animals that are unable to move about freely)

In the case of animals that are recumbent you will need to turn the animal frequently (2-3
times daily) to prevent ulcers occurring. This also serves to maintain adequate blood flow to
all areas of the body and helps to alleviate discomfort.

Grooming is a very important for wild animals. Most species of wildlife groom themselves in
some manner whether it be birds that preen their feathers to keep them clean or mammals
that use their grooming claws to groom their fur.

For birds, you may need to clean the birds vent or tail feathers if they are unable to defecate
properly. Birds may benefit from a light misting of tepid water to encourage them to groom.

For mammals, you may need to clean the fur around the cloaca and tail area (particularly for
paralysed animals). Some species may benefit from brushing their fur lightly, or in the case
of young animals gently wiping with a warm moist cloth.

For mammals, matted fur should be combed or cut to prevent bacteria occurring
underneath.

For reptiles, you may need to provide a light misting of tepid water. Some species may
benefit from soaking in a shallow container of water. Sloughed skin can be moistened and
gently pulled from the reptile’s skin, only remove if it comes away easily.

Recumbent animals should ideally be cared for in a wildlife hospital.

Common Brushtail Possum suffering from burns
to hands and feet. Her bedding consisted of
soft towels underneath and around her for
support.

Credit: Kathryn Kielly
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Medicating

Ensure that you follow the instructions provided by your vet when administering
medications. Ask your vet to write down the specific instructions and do not be afraid to ask
if you do not understand them.

If the animal is scheduled for re-assessment by your vet ensure that you take the animal on
the nominated day.

Ensure that you administer the medications on a regular basis — for example, drugs that
require to be administered 4 times a day need to be administered every 6 hours around the
clock and not 6 times within a 12-14 hour period.

Ensure that medications are stored correctly so that they remain effective. For example some
need to be refrigerated and have a short shelf life once made up, others need to be stored in a
dark area.

Try to medicate animals in conjunction with other activities (such as cleaning enclosures) to
minimise handling and stress.

Dispose of medications properly or return any excess to the prescribing vet after the animal
for which they were prescribed for no longer requires them. Do not use them on other
animals or keep them past their use by date. Administering the wrong antibiotic or drug can
inhibit an animal’s recovery or cause its death.

Lorikeet willingly accepting medication from
the end of a syringe.

Credit: AZWH
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Food

Debilitated Animals

e Animals suffering from mouth injuries may require their food to be chopped up very finely or
even pureed. For example, animals with lacerated tongues, broken teeth or jaw injuries.

e Ensure that you monitor the food intake of the animal to ensure that they are consuming
enough food to maintain their weight. It is difficult with some species to calculate the
amount of food consumed. Ensuring that you weigh the animal regularly will assist with this.

e Some animals may require hand feeding to encourage them to feed. For animals with injuries
to their hands/feet that rely on their hands/feet to assist with feeding (possums, parrots etc),
they may not be able to feed on their own and you may need to hold the food (either with
your fingers or with plastic tweezers) while they eat. Some animals may need to be hand-fed
to encourage them to eat, for example, placing fresh vegetation at the possum or koala’s
mouth to entice them to eat.

e Some animals may require force feeding. If an animal does not feed voluntarily within 24
hours, contact your Coordinator for advice (earlier for baby animals and birds). Sick and
injured animals can lose weight and body condition very quickly.

e Animals that do not start to self-feed quickly should be re-assessed by a competent vet to
ensure that no other injuries have been missed. Reluctance to feed can also be an indication
of pain or stress so it is important to re-assess the animals’ medications and your
management/treatment plan.

e Some birds may need to be crop-fed if they are not self-feeding. Contact your Coordinator for
advice in this regard.

e Some animals may need additional supplements to assist with healing. This is particularly
the case in animals that have suffered fractures, burns or extensive wounds. They may need
to be offered high-protein supplements such as Infasoy® “paste”, Farex® or OxBow Critical
Care®. Speak with Coordinator and/or vet in this respect.

e Be aware of individual feeding requirements of the species that you are caring for. For
example, turtles will generally not feed unless they are in water.
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Bearded Dragon being forced fed a protein supplement with a syringe and fruit with tweezers.

Credit: AZWH

Common Brushtail Possum being fed by syringe a

high protein supplement to aid in her recovery from
burns to her hands and feet.

Credit: Kathryn Kielly
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Food Dishes

Take note of where food dishes are placed in the enclosure. If the animal is unable to climb,
do not place food dishes high in the enclosure — ensure that it is within easy reach.

Present the food in as natural manner as you can. The use of shallow glass dishes nestled
into leaf litter is likely to be more enticing to an animal than a brightly coloured dish.

Ensure that uneaten food is removed at the end of the day (or earlier for food that spoils
easily). Uneaten food will attract insects and rodents that may harm debilitated animals.

Be careful when offering live food to debilitated animals. Live food such as mealworms, have
been known to kill small animals that are not able to move around well, particularly giant
mealworms.

Feeding Regime

Ensure that you are familiar with both the natural and supplementary diets of the animals
that you are caring for. For example if caring for possums, gliders or koalas you must be
able to adequately identify food trees.

Ensure that you are familiar with the frequency in which the species that you are caring for
feeds. For example, some species such as snakes only need to be fed once a week, orphaned
or juvenile animals will require more frequent feeding (as much as 7-8 times a day).

Ensure that you understand the natural feeding patterns of the species — for example,
feeding nocturnal animals at night.

Ensure that the size of the food offered is appropriate to the size of the animal. Feed smaller
pieces to small animals and medium-larger pieces to larger animals. For example, a small
juvenile snake will not be able to consume a furred mouse and would need to be offered a
small pinkie mouse. Species that hold their food in their hands (such as parrots and
possums), need larger pieces of food that they can hold onto while they eat.

Offer a variety of food to the animals in your care — do not offer the same food day after day
as the animal will lose interest. After all, most species in the wild do not eat the same thing
every day.

Ensure that the food provided is balanced — you may need to add a vitamin or mineral
supplement. For example, if feeding meat to carnivorous birds you may need to add a
calcium supplement. Discuss this with your Coordinator or refer to individual species
training manuals.

For seabirds, you may need to provide seabird tablets.

Be aware of associated health problems that may occur in rehabilitating animals such as oral
thrush. Consult with your vet if in doubt.

Rescue and First Aid for Wildlife — Wildcare Australia Inc.
SECCTION 6 - MANAGEMENT OF SICK AND INJURED WILDLIFE Page 12



Water

Dehydrated Animals and Birds

e The fluid intake of dehydrated animals needs to be monitored very carefully. Dehydrated
animals will often not self-feed and will become lethargic and weak.

e Some animals and birds will need to be offered water regularly by either syringe, eye dropper
or by placing the bowl to the animal’s mouth.

e If you cannot rectify the animal’s hydration level orally, contact your Coordinator or vet for
advice - the animal may need to be given fluids by an alternative means including
subcutaneous fluids, intravenous fluids or directly into the crop (for birds).

e Some animals will be more inclined to drink water if it has something added to it such as
Lectade® (for mammals) or Spark® (for birds) or a small amount of juice (bats).

e Animals that are drinking excessively should be re-assessed by your vet.

Feathertail Glider being orally rehydrated with
water and glucose from a 1ml syringe.

Credit: AZWH

Water Dishes

e Take note of where water dishes are placed in the enclosure. If the animal is unable to climb,
do not place the water dish up high in the enclosure — ensure that it is within easy reach.

e Use an appropriately sized water dish. Animals can drown in water dishes if they
accidentally fall in and are too weak to climb out.

e Ensure that the water dish is large enough for the animal to drink from. For example, birds
such as kookaburras “scoop” water up in their beak and hence require a wide dish. A small
“D” cup will not be suitable.

e Use heavy ceramic bowls for animals that like to tip over their bowls frequently (e.g.
echidnas).
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Hygiene

Prioritising Between Animals

e Ensure that the healthiest animals are fed and tendered to first before sick ones.

e Do not share equipment and dishes between animals without them being properly cleaned
and sterilized.

Zoonotic Diseases

e Ensure that you are familiar with zoonotic diseases that may be associated with the animals
that you care for. If you become unwell, ensure that you tell your GP that you are a wildlife
carer and what animals you have in care and their conditions/diseases.

For more detailed information refer to Section 4 — Hygiene, Quarantine and Zoonotic Diseases.
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Record Keeping

Record keeping is one of the most important aspects of wildlife rehabilitation but is often one
that is overlooked by rehabilitators.

Information that should be recorded when an animal first comes into care includes:-

The date the animal came into care

The exact rescue location of the animal

The contact details of the caller (name, telephone, address)
The Wildcare Identification Code

Why the animal came into care

Keeping accurate records of your animal’s progress whilst in care is also very important. Some
of the information that should be recorded includes:-

Weight of the animal

The weight of the animal should be recorded at regular intervals, generally at least once a week
whilst receiving treatment and once a fortnight when in outdoor rehabilitation facilities. Some
animals need to be weighed more frequently, for example every 2-3 days.

Veterinary treatment that the animal receives

It is important that full details of any veterinary treatment are recorded accurately. If an animal
needs a further veterinary assessment or treatment, a different vet may need to see the animal.
Having accurate records makes the vet’s job a lot easier and may prevent the double-up of
diagnostic tests. Take your animals record sheets with you to the vet and ask if they could write
details of the treatment (and results) on your record sheet.

Medications administered

Ensure that an accurate record is maintained of any medications administered including the
name of the medication, the amount administered, the frequency administered and the
concentration of the drug (if applicable).

Take your record sheet with you when attending your vet and ask the vet to write the details of
any medications administered. This will assist the vet (or another vet) when the animal needs to
be reassessed.

When administering medications at home under the direction of your vet, ensure that you keep a
record of when the course of medication commenced and finished.
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Any change in condition

Any change in your animal’s condition should be recorded. Examples of some changes that you
might record may include:

“Appeared brighter today”

“Starting eating leaf today (blue gum tip)”

“Was grooming himself today”

“Perching on branch today”

“Flying short distances”

“Was climbing branches more confidently”

“Offered lilly pilly tip — was not interested at all”

“Was teeth grinding — still in pain?”

“Blue tinge around mouth — seemed more lethargic today”

Any changes in development

Changes in development, particularly for orphaned joeys should be recorded. For example, when
eyes started to open, when fur started to cut, first venture from pouch, first eating solids etc.

Veterinary Records

With the exception of specialised wildlife hospitals, most veterinary surgeries do not keep
individual records for wildlife patients in the same way that they do for domestic animals. It is
up to YOU as the wildlife rehabilitator to ensure that you keep an accurate and up-to-date
record of your animal’s treatment.

We encourage you to keep a supply of Rescue Examination and Record Sheets for each species
handy as these are an excellent way of ensuring that a full and accurate assessment has been
provided. There is also room on the back of the form to record the ongoing progress of your
animal.

When caring for orphaned joeys, more information is generally recorded including details of how
much food was offered and how much was actually consumed, the frequency of passing of urine
and faeces.

For wildlife rehabilitators that have multiple animals in care, keeping a “Weekly Schedule” of
routine tasks can be beneficial. An example of this is included in the Appendix.

A blank template of the Weekly Schedule is also attached in the Appendix.
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Deceased Animals

Dealing with deceased animals is an unfortunate part of native wildlife rehabilitation. As
distressing as it is for many rehabilitators, we encourage you to take the opportunity to learn
from those animals that have died whilst in your care, as they are excellent learning tools for
rehabilitators. If you learn nothing from an animal’s death, then the animal has died in vain. If
you learn something, then it may serve to save another animal.

When an animal dies in your care
If an animal dies in your care you should obviously give consideration as to why it died.

If you have just rescued a badly injured bird and it dies shortly after arriving home then you
could safely say that it died from its injuries. In these situations, take the opportunity to conduct
a thorough assessment and complete your Rescue Examination and Record Sheet — consider this
to be an excellent learning opportunity.

If you have already conducted a thorough assessment and the animal dies — whether it is a day
or a week afterwards — still take the time to conduct another thorough assessment to ensure that
you didn’t overlook anything in your first assessment. If you do find that you missed an injury,
make a note so that you learn from the experience. It is a fact that wildlife rehabilitators will
make mistakes and overlook injuries — but make sure that you learn from each experience to
prevent it from happening again.

If an animal dies that has been in your care for a considerable time (say weeks or even months)
and it is not obvious why the animal died, it is prudent to try to establish why. Even if you think
that you may have contributed to the animal’s death - it is better to learn and know for sure
than to always wonder. You also need to bear in mind in this instance that the animal may have
died from an illness that may be contagious to other animals still in your care.

Necropsy Procedures

A necropsy is the examination of an animal, after it has died, to determine the abnormal and
disease-related changes that occurred during its life.

Necropsies are done for a variety of reasons including:-

To determine the actual cause of the animal’s death

To determine the accuracy of the clinical diagnosis

To determine whether there were any undiagnosed conditions
To evaluate the positive and negative effects of treatment

A necropsy can be performed either by your local veterinarian, specialist wildlife hospital or by
an experienced wildlife rehabilitator. In some circumstances, it is imperative that the necropsy is
conducted by a wildlife veterinarian so that samples can be sent for pathology testing. If you
feel that this is warranted, then please contact your appropriate Coordinator to discuss further.

If you do think that a necropsy is warranted, it is important that the animal is stored
appropriately so that the carcass is preserved.

As soon as possible after death, place the animal in a body bag or several plastic bags and place
the animal in the bottom of the refrigerator. Do not place the animal in the freezer. For the best
results, the necropsy should be conducted with 24 hours from the time of death.
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As you become more experienced as a rehabilitator, you may find yourself curious about the
internal anatomy of the animals that you care for. This is a natural progression of wildlife
rehabilitation.  Specialised workshops are conducted through Wildcare Australia to teach
rehabilitators the correct method of performing a gross necropsy.

There is an excellent reference book called “Wildlife Health Investigation UL
Manual” published by the Australian Registry of Wildlife Health which has Wildlife

HEALTH INVESTIGATION

excellent photos and diagrams of Australian native wildlife that will assist MANUAL
2005

you.

This publication is available at www.wildlifehealth.org.au

Disposal of Carcasses

All deceased animals should be disposed of in a suitable manner. You should check with your
local Council as to the appropriate method of disposal permitted in your Shire or City.

Appropriate methods of disposing of deceased animals and birds include:-

e Burning by incineration

e Burying - animals should be buried to a depth of at least 45cm. Rocks or logs should be
placed over the burial site to ensure that domestic or wild dogs or foxes do not dig up the
carcass.

e Refuse Station — Most Councils have public refuse stations that specifically cater for the
burial of deceased animals. Many of the Councils will allow wildlife rehabilitators to dispose
of animals at no cost. When taking diseased animals or birds to refuse stations, ensure that
they are contained in plastic bags or body bags to ensure that scavenging animals or birds do
not eat the carcass.

e Leaving the body in the bush to decompose — This provides other wildlife with an opportunity
to eat the carcass. Ensure that the animal is left away from residential homes. Only
animals that have died from trauma injuries should be disposed of in this manner - do
not dispose of diseased or euthanased animals in this manner.

If an animal is euthanased by your local vet, the vet will usually organise its disposal. Animals
that have been euthanased by veterinary euthanasia drugs need to be disposed of by either
burying or incineration. Do not leave the carcass in the bush for other animals to eat.
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Storage of Carcasses

As morbid as it seems, wildlife rehabilitators often store deceased animals in a freezer for various
reasons. Sometimes it may not be convenient to take the animal to a refuse station at the time
the animal dies and in some instances good specimens may be frozen for educational purposes
(for teaching purposes at workshops). In some cases, carcasses are frozen so that they can be
provided to museums.

If storing carcasses in a freezer, we recommend that rehabilitators have a separate freezer
specifically for this purpose — they should not be stored with human food.

The plastic bag containing the carcass should be clearly labelled with the species, the date of
death, the reason for death and whether the animal died or was euthanased.

Please note that it is illegal for a person to have possession of a native animal carcass (including
parts thereof — teeth, fur etc) without a permit.

Use of Carcasses to Feed Other Wildlife

There are restrictions imposed on wildlife rehabilitators on whether the carcasses of native
wildlife can be used to feed to other wildlife in care. In Queensland, the Code of Practice for
Wildlife Volunteers clearly sets out the requirements in this regard.

Wildlife rehabilitators are permitted to collect fresh “road kill” for the purpose of feeding raptors
only. However there are restrictions — for example, koalas and echidnas cannot be used. Refer
to the Code of Practiced for Wildlife Volunteers.

Deceased sick wildlife should not under any circumstance be offered to a raptor because of the
risk of contamination. However, an animal that has died due to traumatic injuries could be
used.
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