OXBOW Ciritical Care for Herbivores

Although there is limited statistical information about its use in possums, the experiences so far
with compromised ringtail possums have been very positive, according to Sydney Wildlife.

The information from the Oxbow website says it is only to be used under the supervision of a
veterinarian and the guidance of Oxbow as inappetence is normally a secondary symptom of an
underlying health problem. Oxbow is an “assisted feeding” formula for herbivores that are not
eating due to illness or surgery. The manufacturers go on to say “Forage based fibre is necessary
to encourage proper microbial growth in the digestive system of small herbivores.....”

EXTRACT from Dr Anne Fowler’s article:

The reason that I have thought that Critical Care would assist possums in particular is that possums have the same type of gut as our
rabbits/guinea pigs - ie caecal fermenters. Critical Care® contains finelyground hay. Hay is high in fibre and thus promotes appropri-
ate development of normal caecal flora, unlike fruit. There are other ingredients in Critical Care, such as vitamins and pectins, that
may also play a beneficial role in digestion. When it is fed, by mixing it with water, it is about the consistency of pap. It can be added
to milk feeds, but is fed at a lower concentration so that the formula can still pass through a catheter-tip syringe.

Potential uses in marsupials include:

1. Give around caecal colonisation times in healthy orphan possums, and when macropods and wombat joeys are starting to mouth
and chew solid foods.

2. Give to sick orphans to assist with normalising gut flora' and providing a source of easily digestible energy - makes more sense to
their gut than nutrigel, for example! This may be used for a 1 — 2 week period and weaned out of their diet. It may be left as a food
type that is offered, along with leaf, veges with Wombaroo High Protein supplement sprinkled on them.

3. Give to sick/injured adults to either supplement their energy intake or wean them back onto solid food from a short starve or milk
supplementation.

Anne Fowler BSc (Vet) (Hons),BVSc, MACVSc (Avian Health, Wildlife Health)

Possum Carers please note, Oxbow can become one of our tools to manage the health and wellbeing of our possums, especially the
ringtails that are so prone to gastro-intestinal problems. However Oxbow is to be used in conjunction with our other tools—good
management, correct quantity and strength of milk formula, early introduction of eucalypt leaf and other native leaf, good hygiene,
stress free environment, correct housing for age and stage of development. Oxbow is not a substitute for good management.

Eleanor Hanger

We have started using Oxbow with our orphaned ringtails and so far they have responded very well. At the moment we are using a
1/4 teaspoon to 1 scoop of Divetalact. You have to shake well before pouring and it does settle a bit. The babies sometimes eat the
sediment and when we have given it to aviary babies the bowl is completely cleaned.

It hasn’t been tried as yet with brushtails and it is doubtful that it will go through the teat and bottle set up, but mixing and feeding
like pap is an option for brushies who might need it.

Helen Bradley



Wombaroo HIGH PROTEIN SUPPLEMENT®

Disperse 1 heaped teaspoon over 50g of fruit offered.

Wombaroo IMPACT® - as well as immunoglobulin a good source of high quality pro-
tein. Use spoon provided with product.

Vetafarm Herbivore Critta Care

Vetafarm Herbivore Critta Care is an ideal force-feeding formula for sick or injured small herbivores. It
should be used when sick or injured animals are not eating voluntarily.

Small herbivores that are sick or injured are very difficult to force-feed. Critta Care Herbivore is a nutrition-
ally complete, high fibre formula for force-feeding. The prepared mixture flows easily through syringes
and feeding tubes.

Vetafarm Herbivore Critta Care is suitable for herbivores such as wombats, kangaroos, guinea pigs and
rabbits.

Herbivore Critta Care is nutritionally balanced and contains stabilised vitamins. It has a long shelf life.



