Initial Steps for a Mildly Dehydrated Joey

When It First Comes into Care

Warm the joey. This may take some time.

As soon as the joey is warm start the rehydration fluids (the Glucodin solution).

The example below is for a Common Brushtail Possum of around 150 grams in weight, with mild dehydration.

Product

Method of mixing

Quantity to give

Glucodin Powder Mix 5g Glucodin Offer 2 to 3mL of this As soon as Make sure the joey is
(Obtainable from with 250mL of warm  warm Glucodin the joey is warm and well
Supermarket or pre-boiled water. solution. Use a syringe  warm wrapped in its pouch
Chemist) Refrigerate what is and canula, or eye with eyes covered. Be
not used. Make up dropper or bottle and very quiet and gentle.
fresh every 24 teat. Test temperature Don’t be too worried if
hours. on your inner arm. it refuses to drink. Try
again an hour later.

As above As above Offer 5mL of the Two hours Remember to toilet
warmed Glucodin later. the joey after each
solution (2™ feed) feed.

Only change the pouch
if it is wet or soiled. If a
clean pouch is required
ensure it is warm.

Milk replacer: Mix | scoop Di- Offer 5mL of this Two hours Milk feeds should be

These instructions  Vetelact milk solution. Test later, offered every four

are for Di- powder with 60mL temperature on your (3rd feed) if hours.

Vetelact. of warm pre-boiled inner arm for correct joey is

water. Add 0.5g of degree of warmth. hydrated.

If using Impact and 1g of

Wombaroo follow Protexin. Mix well.

their instructions Refrigerate what is

carefully. not used. Make up

fresh every 24 hours

Glucodin Powder See above Offer 2mL of warm Two hours

Glucodin solution later
(4th feed)

Di-Vetelact Milk As above Offer 5mL of Di- Two hours

Replacer Vetelact milk replacer  later

Impact (5" feed)

Protexin

You may continue with this regime for 12 hours, depending on the state of the joey. If the joey is drinking

well and is well hydrated, proceed with four hourly milk feeds. For the next few days a couple of warm pre-

boiled water feeds may be slotted in between the milk feeds, for example give 2mL warm pre-boiled water
between the 2™ and 3™ milk feed of the day and the 5" and 6™ milk feed of the day. As each joey is different
and has a different history, it is very important to contact your coordinator to discuss its progress and the

best regime for it.

Remember the joey needs its sleep, so it should not be disturbed between feeds.




