Swamp Rat (Rattus lutreolus)
Easy Reference Hand-raising Guide

To be used as a guide only in conjunction with Wildcare manual “Bandicoots, Small Carnivorous Marsupials, Rats and Mice”.

Version: September 2016

Weight range (fully developed) — 100 grams to 150 grams.

Gestation 21-23 days with average litter size being 4-6 individuals.
Young are born naked at ~5 grams each and weaned at ~21 days of age.
Mostly diurnal and secretive.

Weight / Features / Behaviour Management Housing Feeding Feeding
Age Milk Replacers Natural Food and
Supplementary Food
13g Finely furred, eyes start to open. Stimulate to toilet after each feed. Cotton pouch inside secured wool pouch on Wombaroo Dog or Kangaroo >0.7 milk Nil offered
Still nest bound with mother. heat pad (with gradient) 28-30°C. replacer preferred.
~ 3-5 days Approx. 50-60mm long (snout to Self-cleaning its face and forepaws Add Impact - 1 Impact spoon to 100mls
vent). Tail as long as body, after feeding. Housed in small plastic ventilated tub (~15 made-up milk.
‘rubbery’ and hairless in litre), with secure, mesh lid.
appearance. Ears coming away 0.5ml every 3 hours (8 x daily) increasing
from head. Fur chocolate-brown depending upon appetite.
colour all over, including top and
bottom of paws, feet and tail.
15g Fur lengthening, eyes opening Stimulate to toilet. As above. As above. Nil offered
wider. Faeces are light-coloured pasty
pellets. Feeds every 4 hours (6 x daily).
Becoming more active. Urine passed at stimulation and often
Happy to crawl onto hand for present in pouch. Showing interest in lapping spilt milk from
feeding. Some ‘squeaking’ heard. hand.
Interest in cleaning/grooming itself.
15-17g Furred. Stimulate toileting every second feed | Move into larger plastic tub (~80-100 litre) with | As above. Native grasses (including roots) with
Eyes opened until observed toileting well without native grasses, flowers, paper substrate and Feeds every 4 hours (6 x feeds daily). seeds, and dirt/bark constantly
Active. assistance. pouch ‘hide’. Lapping milk from bowl. available.
Access to heat source, gentle heat required at | Water in small shallow bowl.
24-26°C. Sprouted/soaked seed mix and rolled
oats offered several times daily.
36g Active, difficult to catch. Faeces dark brown, solid, slightly Upgrade to larger enclosure/box (~ 1m x 1m). | Milk no longer offered. Seed mix, grass and fruit provided
larger than a grain of rice. Soil substrate, native grasses and sedges, daily.
21 days Suitable weight for release back to water bowl, hollow section hide/nest.

the wild 30-40 grams.

Enclosure kept outside.
Replenish enclosure enrichment every 3-4
days.




Swamp Rat (Rattus lutreolus)

Easy Reference Hand-raising Guide (continued)

Weight / Features / Behaviour Management Housing Feeding Feeding
Age Milk Replacers Natural Food and Supplementary
Food

>36 grams As above As above Place enclosure near location of rescue, Nil Stock with food and water.

or suitable release site.
Replace water and food every two

Acclimatise to local environment for ~ 5 to days.
7 days before opening box to allow
release.

> 36 grams As above As above Open enclosure to allow rat to re-integrate | Nil Make food and water available in case

back into natural habitat.

Check enclosure every two days to
ensure that rat has left enclosure.

rat returns to opened enclosure.

Chart prepared by Ryan Harricks and Vicky Toomey.




