
Natural diet:  Good variety of insects including crickets, mealworms (small/regular only for small joeys – giant okay for >200g), earthworms, locusts, grasshoppers, stick insects, beetles.   
  All commercially bred insects should be gut-loaded on Wombaroo Insect Booster® (or similar mix) and fruit/vegetables.  
Supplementary food:   Chopped green vegetables (e.g. bok choy, silverbeet), grated apple, corn, banana, avocado, strawberries, blueberries, paw paw, rockmelon, tomato.  Offer a good variety to establish what the individual prefers.  
  Offer at least 5 different varieties each day.  Sprinkle with pinch of Wombaroo Small Carnivore Mix®.    
Supplementary milk:  Injured sub-adults/adults:  25mls – 30mls Divetelact or Wombaroo with Farex® - fed once a day. 	
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Weight Features / Behaviour Management Housing Milk Replacers Natural and Supplementary Food 

10 grams Unfurred. 
Skin – pink and 
transparent. Eyelids not 
formed.   
Ear canals still closed. 

Not developed sufficiently to hand-raise.   
Prompt euthanasia appropriate.   

   

20 grams Unfurred.   
Skin – pink but less 
transparent.   
Ears unstuck from head.   
Eyes closed but eyelids 
formed.  
Whiskers.   

Very difficult to raise at this stage.   
Less successful to raise one individual on 
its own – better chance if entire litter 
viable.   
If compromised (e.g. hypothermic, 
moderate to severe dehydration, puncture 
wounds or other trauma-related injuries), 
euthanasia should be considered.  
Toilet before or after each feed.  
Urination – expected after each feed. 
Defecation – expected every 1-2 feeds.   
Important to stimulate at each feed as 
enlarged bladders can lead to blocked 
urethras and inability to pass any 
urine.   

Temperature 32°C. 
 
Cotton pouch secured with a tie to prevent 
escape.  Keep all joeys in the same pouch.  
 
Preferred to house in an intensive care unit 
(Vetario/Brinsea/RCOM) to maintain consistent 
temperature and to maintain hydration.  
 
 

Wombaroo Kangaroo >0.7 milk – make as 
per manufacturers directions; or 
Divetelact – start at 1 scoop:40mls water 
and then increase concentration to 1 
scoop:20mls gradually over 5-7 days. 
For both milk replacers: 
Add Impact (1 Impact spoon to 100mls of 
made-up milk. 
 
Feed 2-3 hourly (8 to 12 x daily). 
Use 1ml syringe with cannula (will lap from 
end) or 1ml syringe with syringe teat. 
Allow to consume as much as wanted at 
each feed (both brands). 

No natural diet offered at this stage. 
 
 
Can offer Spark® after each milk feed for the 
first 48 hours after arriving into care.  Can also 
be beneficial if not feeding well.    

30 grams Eyes closed. 
Skin turning pink to grey to 
indicate fur ready to erupt.   
Teeth not formed.  

Better chance of survival at this stage 
provided that not significantly 
compromised. 
 
Toilet before or after each feed.  
Urination – expected after each feed. 
Defecation – expected very 1-2 feeds.   
 

Temperature 30°C.   
 
Housing as per above.  

Milk as above. 
 
Feed 3-4 hourly (6 to 7 x daily). 

No natural diet offered at this stage. 
 
 
Can offer Spark® after each milk feed for the 
first 48 hours after arriving into care.  Can also 
be beneficial if not feeding well.   

40 grams Eyes starting to open. 
Very light covering of fur. 
Teeth beginning to erupt 
but still not able to chew 
solids.   

Excellent chance of survival at this stage 
if uninjured and not severely 
compromised. 
 
Toilet before or after each feed.  
Urination – expected after each feed. 
Defecation – expected very 1-2 feeds.  
 
 

Temperature 27-28°C.  
 
Cotton pouches inside warm, outer pouch.  
Pouch now left open slightly to allow joeys to 
exit as needed.  
 
May need to provide gentle warmth with either 
ICU (as above); or  
Small plastic tub with secure, mesh lid with 
Snugglesafe® heat disk wrapped in small towel 
under pouch area or electric heat pad under one 
end of enclosure. 

Milk as above. 
 
Feed 4-5 hourly (5 to 6 x daily). 
 
Still feeding individually from a 1ml or 2.5ml 
syringe with cannula.   
 
 

No natural diet offered at this stage. 
 
 
Can offer Spark® after each milk feed for the 
first 48 hours after arriving into care.  Can also 
be beneficial if not feeding well.   



Natural diet:  Good variety of insects including crickets, mealworms (small/regular only for small joeys – giant okay for >200g), earthworms, locusts, grasshoppers, stick insects, beetles.   
  All commercially bred insects should be gut-loaded on Wombaroo Insect Booster® (or similar mix) and fruit/vegetables.  
Supplementary food:   Chopped green vegetables (e.g. bok choy, silverbeet), grated apple, corn, banana, avocado, strawberries, blueberries, paw paw, rockmelon, tomato.  Offer a good variety to establish what the individual prefers.  
  Offer at least 5 different varieties each day.  Sprinkle with pinch of Wombaroo Small Carnivore Mix®.    
Supplementary milk:  Injured sub-adults/adults:  25mls – 30mls Divetelact or Wombaroo with Farex® - fed once a day. 	
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Note:  Long-nosed Bandicoots have a slightly different natural diet (mostly insects) and tend to eat less supplementary food whilst in care. Will need to increase amount of live food offered to ensure sufficient nutrition provided.  
References:  “Young Bandicoot Development and Feeding Chart” by Norma Henderson.  

Weight Features / Behaviour Management Housing Milk Replacers Natural and Supplementary Food 
65 grams 
 
50 days 

Eyes fully open. 
Smooth, sleek fur.  
Teeth erupted and able to 
chew soft food.   

Moving more confidently and exploring 
enclosure.  
Reduce toileting to every second feed for 
a few days and then to once a day until 
next stage.  
Monitor urine/faecal output carefully if 
starting to self-toilet.    
Check each day for enlarged bladders for 
first week of self-toileting.   

Plastic tub (80-120 litre) with secure, mesh lid.  
Small towel/blanket at one end with pouches on 
top.  If required at night, Snugglesafe heat disk 
or electric heat pad underneath towel if heat still 
required.    
 
Rest of enclosure should now include natural 
substrate (leaf litter and dirt) to around 1-2 
inches in depth to encourage natural foraging 
behavior. 
 

Milk as above. 
Feed 6 hourly (4 x daily).   
 
Start to encourage to lap from a shallow, 
sturdy ceramic bowl.  Monitor amounts 
consumed - should be a small amount of 
milk left in bowl once finished.   
As solid foods consumed more, can alter 
feeding pattern to reduce daytime feeds.  
(e.g. 7am, 4pm, 9pm and 2am). 

Start to offer gut-loaded mealworms – remove 
heads and hand-feed squeezed contents to 
allow joeys to taste. Will only take 1-2 days for 
them to be able to eat entire small mealworms 
on their own.  
 
Offer mealworms each evening in a small dish 
and sprinkle a few in the leaf litter to 
encourage foraging/digging.  Do not overfeed 
mealworms (limit 2-3 grams per day/animal). 

84 grams 
 
60 days 

Fur more coarse. 
Teeth well formed and 
able to eat more solids. 

Very confident moving in and out of 
pouch. 
 
Exploring tub and actively foraging in leaf 
litter.   

Remove small towel/blanket but retain pouch for 
security.   May still sleep in pouch but will be 
starting to build a nest underneath to sleep. 
 
Increase leaf litter to entire tub floor to 3-4 
inches in depth.   
 
Include tussocks of grass and small hollow log.   

Milk as above. 
Should be confidently lapping from small 
bowl 3-4 feeds a day.  
 
Reduce to 3 feeds as more solids 
consumed.  Milk should be around 5mls per 
animal per feed as natural and 
supplementary food increased.   

Introduce a variety of other invertebrates (see 
foot note below).  
Ensure all insects gut-loaded.  
Still offer gut-loaded mealworms but do not 
exceed 5-6g per animal per day.  
 
Offer small bowl of a good variety of 
supplementary food (see foot note below). 

100 grams 
60 days  

Weaning would occur in 
the wild.   
Still following mother when 
out foraging.   

Should be displaying strong natural 
foraging behavior and becoming 
dehumanized.   
 
Should be sleeping well all day and only 
becoming active in evenings.   

As above but move to larger plastic tub with 
secured lid (e.g. 450 litre poly-creep box).  
Leaf litter 6 inches in depth. Spot clean each day 
and change leaf litter at least weekly.  
Include hollow logs, grass tussocks, small 
branches to imitate natural environment and to 
provide foraging opportunities.   

Milk as above.  
 
Reduce to 2 feeds – morning and evening.  
 
Should now be seeing a preference for live 
food over milk/supplementary food.   
 

As above.   
Should now be consuming huge amounts of a 
variety of insects.   
Do not feed on mealworms solely – variety is 
imperative to develop confident hunting skills.  
Supplementary food still offered but will eat 
less as live food intake is increased. 

150 grams Would be weaned from 
mother. 

Should be dehumanized.   
Making and sleeping in nest in leaf litter. 
Very confident at hunting active insects.   

As above.   
If enclosure lid well secure, move outdoors to 
sheltered area (e.g. verandah).  
Consider moving to outdoor pre-release 
enclosure at around 200 grams.   

Reduce feeding to once daily (evening only) 
to imitate natural behavior (approximately 
10-15mls per animal).   

As above.  
Eating massive amounts of live food by this 
stage.  Eating only minimal amount of 
supplementary food but still offer.   
Offer variety of live food at different intervals 
through evening/night to imitate natural 
foraging/hunting.  

250 grams Mostly independent. Very confident.  Dehumanised.   
Should be ready for release.   

Move outdoors to large pre-release aviary or 
enclosure for at least one week prior to release.   

One small milk feed per day in the evening.  
Can continue until release (no more than 
20mls per animal).   

As above.  
Lots of live food. 
Bowl of supplementary food each evening.     
 


