
	
  Natural Diet:   Good variety of insects including crickets, mealworms (small/regular only), lcousts, grasshoppers, stick insects, beetles.  
   All commercial bred insects should be gut-loaded on Wombaroo Insect Booster® (or similar mix) and fruit/vegetables.   
Supplementary Food: Grated apple, chopped grapes, flowers, mince, ox heart sprinkled with Wombaroo Small Carnivore Mix® 
	
  

Antechinus (Yellow-footed and Brown)  Version:  September 2016 
Easy Reference Hand-raising Guide              
To be used as a guide only in conjunction with Wildcare manual “Bandicoots, Small Carnivorous Marsupials, Rats and Mice”.   

 

 
Weight range (fully developed) – 20 grams – 80 grams. 
Males live 1 year – females live up to 2 years.   
Breed once year in early Spring.  Gestation 28-30 days. 
 

	
   	
  

Weight / 
Age 

Features / Behaviour Management Housing Milk Replacers  
Natural and Supplementary Food 

2 grams Still pouch bound with 
mother. 
 
Unfurred to very fine fur, 
eyes closed. 
 

Should be raised by experienced carers 
only from this age.  Less successful to raise 
one individual on its own – better chance if 
entire litter viable.   
 
Urination - expected after every feed. 
Defecation – expected every 1-2 feeds. 
Stimulation is needed for defecation and 
urination.   
 
Important to stimulate at each feed as 
enlarged bladders can lead to blocked 
urethras and inability to pass any urine.   

Temperature 32°C 
 
Cotton pouches – secured with a tie to 
prevent escape.  Keep all joeys in the 
same pouch. 
 
Preferred to house in intensive care unit 
(Vetario/Brinsea/RCOM) to maintain 
consistent temperature and humidity and 
to maintain hydration.   

Wombaroo Kangaroo >0.7 milk – make as 
per manufacturers directions.   
Add Impact® (1 Impact spoon to 100mls of 
made-up milk). 
   
Feed 2-3 hourly (8 to 12 x daily). 
Use 1ml syringe with cannula/catheter – will 
lap from tip.   
 
Allow to consume as much as wanted at 
each feed.   Check food is visible in 
stomach at completion.   
 
Feed individually and place in new pouch 
once fed to ensure all are drinking well. 

Nil 

3 grams Fine furred, eyes closed. 
Normally still carried on 
mum’s back.  

Good chance of survival at this age. 
As above for urination and defecation. 

As above As above As above 

4 grams Fine furred, eyes open.  Place tissue in one corner of container to 
encourage to toilet in one spot.  Replace 
tissue daily.   
Stimulate to toilet if still feeding individually 
and not lapping.   
Check all males daily for enlarged bladders, 
for first week of self-toileting.   

Temperature 24-28°C. 
Access to heat source at one end of tub. 
 
Small plastic tub (40-80 litre) with 
secured, mesh lid.  Pouch placed at one 
end and left open.   
 

Feed 4 hourly (6 x daily). 
 
May start to lap milk from small sturdy, 
shallow bowl.   

Small/regular mealworms in small 
shallow bowl, however rarely interested 
at this stage.  
 
Small water bowl (ensure shallow 
enough that they cannot fall in and 
drown). 

6 grams 
 
35 days 

Mum leaving in nest by this 
stage.   
Increased activity at each 
feed. 

No need to toilet.   
Replace tissue in corner daily.   

As above.   Feed 5 hourly (5 x daily) 
Lapping from bowl, best to allow small 
numbers to lap at a time if possible.   
Will clean themselves if not allowed to bathe 
in milk.   

As above.   
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Antechinus (Yellow-footed and Brown) 
Easy Reference Hand-raising Guide  (continued)     

 
	
  

	
  
Note:    
Under 2 grams, it is generally not feasible to hand raise orphaned antechinus.  
Juveniles can vary in weight.  Stage of development is a better indicator of feeding/housing requirements.   
 
Chart prepared by Vicky Toomey. 
 
 

Weight / 
Age 

Features / Behaviour Management Housing  
Milk Replacers 

 
Natural and Supplementary Food 

8-10 grams Mum leaving in nest by this 
stage.   
Increased activity at each 
feed. 

Replace tissue in corner daily. Start to move into bigger enclosure that 
allows room to move (120-150 litre), with 
secure, mesh lid.   
Enclosure should include logs, leaf litter, 
soil etc.  
Will start to build own nest in log.   
Access to warmer temperatures, still 
housed inside.   
 

Feed 3 x daily.  
Feed morning, late afternoon and late 
evening.   
Lapping well.   

Eating small/regular mealworms and 
some supplementary food (see footnote 
below).   
 
Start to introduce medium-sized 
crickets.   

12-15 grams Active, difficult to catch. 
Would be following mum and 
learning to hunt well. 

Replace tissue in corner daily. 
 
Note:  Watch closely for aggressive 
behaviour between individuals.  Brown 
Antechinus in particular can become 
aggressive towards each other. 

No heat necessary. 
Live entirely in log and constantly 
modifying nest.  Ensure adequate nesting 
materials provided.   

Milk once daily, early evening.   
 

Actively catching all insects.   
Provide a good variety of large crickets, 
locusts, stick insects. 
 
Should be offering 8-10 crickets per 
animal per night.   
 

15-20 grams 
 
60 days 

As above.   Not applicable  
 
 

Move into larger enclosure placed outside 
with access to variety of hollows and good 
supply of leaf litter and nesting material.   
Place at pre-release site and allow to 
acclimatize one week before opening 
enclosure.  

Milk no longer given.   
 

Live food, with some supplementary 
food added.   
Provide supplementary food until not 
taken anymore. 
All insects should be actively hunted 
down.  
 
For group of 4-5 antechinus, should be 
offering 25-30 large crickets per night.  
 


