— Species
Gllder S Information Sheet

Natural History / Behaviour

Marsupials — always check for pouch young (usually have twins — if only one found check carefully for missing young)
All species are arboreal and nocturnal

All species have strong home ranges — essential to obtain accurate details of rescue location

They live in social groups (except Greater Glider)

They have a gliding membrane from their forearm to hind leg (membrane differs at start/end position for each species)
Unfurred joeys require regular feeding (every 3-4 hours)

Adult weight range from 1.5 kg (Greater Glider) to 13grams (Feathertail Glider)

Common Species of South-east Queensland
(*) Highly specialised species — Weights are average only

Sugar Glider Petaurus breviceps 130 g
Squirrel Glider Petaurus norfolcensis 230 g
Feathertail Glider Acrobates pygmaeus 139
Greater Glider * Petauroids volans 1500 ¢
Yellow-bellied Glider * Petaurus Australia 550 g

Basic Rescue Equipment and Emergency Housing

Adult / Sub-Adult Orphaned Joeys

e Small carry cage (top-opening) lined with soft towels; or e Warm outer pouch (feather pouch, thick pure wool pouch,

e Plastic aquarium or smooth sided ventilated tub lined with sheepskin)

soft towels o Inner pouches (liners) x 3 (lined within themselves) with tie

e Small cardboard box in cage to hide in to prevent escape

o Towels to cover cage o Small plastic carry cage or plastic aquarium lined with

e Cotton pouch and tie towels

e Leather gloves or small towel for handling/capture e Heatsource: Hot water bottle, instant heat packs,
Snugglesafe,, electric heat pad or Brinsea ICU

Photos: S. Singleton and K. Scott ¢ Indoor/outdoor thermometer to monitor ambient pouch
temperature

OHS Considerations / Zoonoses

Beware of Known Zoonotic Diseases

o Teeth ¢ No specific zoonoses
o They are great escape artists — ensure housing is very
secure (very important for Feathertail Gliders)
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Handling

Adults:-

Grasp the back of the head with your thumb on one side
and your forefinger on the other side to avoid being bitten.
Hold gently around the bodly.

Note: Larger species (such as Yellow-bellied Glider and

Greater Glider) use method for adult possums - V
technique or large towel.

Photos: CWS

Orphans:-

Hold in the palm of your hand with your other hand
securing to prevent them falling or jumping.

Photo: Corali Philpott

Assessment Parameters

Vital Signs Heart Rate 200-300 beats per minute
Respiration Rate 16-40 breaths per minute
Core Body Temperature 35°C-36°C

Preferred Ambient Temperature Adults and Sub-Adults 28°C
Orphans - Just furred to furred 28°C -30°C
Orphans - Unfurred 32°C

Signs of Stress e Vocalisation (Sugar & Squirrel Gliders have a very loud distress call)
e Biting

Urination, defecation

Signs of Pain o  Teeth grinding e Reduced level of alertness
e Aggressive behaviour e Closed eyes
e Laying in lateral or dorsal e Heavy breathing
recumbency e Shaking head
Signs of Dehydration e Dry tacky mucous membranes e Lack of skin elasticity
Dull eyes o Lethargy
e Sunken eyes
Assessment of Body Condition Scapula (shoulder blade) and spine - feel for good muscle coverage.
Temporal region (skull) - feel for good coverage — depression could indicate poor

body condition.
Fur — uniform thick fur, no missing fur
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Emergency Diet

Adults

e Sugar, Squirrel and Yellow-bellied Gliders: arthropods
(small spiders, insects, including moths, caterpillars,
weevils)

e Liquid Nectar mix

e Wombaroo Lorikeet & Honeyeater Mix (small quantities
only)

e Good quality fruit/vegetable mix (e.g. apple, corn,
banana, orange, pear, grapes, rockmelon)

e Mealworms — maximum 2-3 mealworms per day
e Fresh water

o Greater Glider — Leaves and flowers from eucalypts ONLY

and fresh water

Orphans

e Water and Glucodin (initially for first 2 feeds); then

e Suitable milk replacer (Divetelact®, Biolac M100® or
Wombaroo Possum Milk Replacer <0.8)

¢ Native vegetation (as for adults) — with flowers for nectar
and pollen and foliage for gleaning tiny arthropods

Note: Gliders have a high metabolic rate — important that fluids
are provided orally or subcutaneously if not self-feeding (both
adults and orphans)

Common Injuries, Diseases and Conditions

Adults

e Barb Wire entanglement (torn/damaged membrane,
damage to mouth)

e Dog or cat attack (puncture wounds, open wounds,
evisceration, internal injuries) Note: cat attack injuries
often difficult to visualise

Orphans

Dehydration - (level dependent upon length of time
without maternal nutrition)

e Hypothermia (particularly unfurred joeys and in colder
months)

e Hypoglycaemia
e Cat attack (puncture wounds, internal bleeding)

e Wounds (associated with barb wire injuries or dog/cat
attack)

Drug Administration (preferred routes)

Oral Adults:
Sub-Adults:
Orphans:

Intramuscular Cranial and caudal thigh

Subcutaneous

Intravenous Cephalic

Euthanasia (preferred methods)

o Injection of sodium pentobarbitone (Lethabarb):-
O Intravenous
0 Intracardiac (must be anaesthetised first)
0 Intraperitoneal (dilute with water 50:50)

e Blunt force trauma to the head (small unfurred joeys only)

Use a 1mL syringe with a 24g or 229 cannula attached
Use a 1mL syringe with a 24g or 22g cannula attached
Use a 1mL syringe with a 24g cannula attached

Loose skin at lateral neck/shoulders, side of abdomen or over thigh area (be careful of membrane)
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Suggested Drugs and Dose Rates

This information is provided for VETERINARY USE ONLY to assist veterinarians with the INITIAL
ASSESSMENT and EMERGENCY TREATMENT of sick, injured and orphaned wildlife. The drugs
listed are for routine treatment only - culture and sensitivity results would indicate the most

appropriate antibiotic regime.

Suggested drugs and drug doses are provided by wildlife veterinarians at Australia Zoo
Wildlife Hospital from personal experience. Most drugs are used off-label.

AUSTRALIA ZOO

(Telephone: 07 5436 2097) www.wildlifewarriors.org.au *JALRDRI[(I)EES
WORLDWIDE

Anaesthetic

Drug Composition Dose Rates

Isoflurane® Isoflurane 100% 5% for induction and 2-3% for maintenance with oxygen flow

rate of 1-2 litres per minute

Alfaxan CD RTU® Alphaxalone 3to 5mg/kg (IM)
Pamlin ® Diazepam 0.5 to Img/kg (IM)
Analgesic
Drug Composition Dose Rates
Methone® Methadone Hydrochloride 0.3t0 0.5 mg/kg -4 to 6 hourly (SC)
Temgesic® Buprenorphine Hydrochloride 0.01mg/kg - 8 to 12 hourly (SC)
Rimadyl® Carprofen Day 1 - 4mg/kg SID (SC)
Days 2 -5 - 2mg/kg SID (SC)
Metacam® Meloxicam Day 1 - 0.2mg/kg SID (SC or PO)
Days 2 -5 - 0.1mg/kg SID (SC or PO)
Painstop® Paracetamol 24mg/ml 15mg/kg of Paracetamol component - 8 hourly (PO)

Codeine Img/ml|

Infant Panadol Drops®

Paracetamol 100mg/ml

15mg/kg - 4-6 hourly (PO)

(1 month to 2 years)

Antibiotics

Drug Composition Dose Rates

Clavulox® Clavulanic acid 35mg/ml 12.5 - 15 mg/kg combined drugs
Amoxycillin 140mg/ml SID (SC or IM) or BID (PO)

Septrin® / Bactrim® Trimethoprim and Sulfamethoxazole 3 to 5 mg per kg of Trimethoprim component BID (PO)
Suspension

Baytril® Enrofloxacin 5 to 10mg/kg SID (PO) or (SC or IM diluted with sterile

water)
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Anatomy

Above: Skeletal structure of the Sugar Glider
Source: Art by Evolution -www.artbyevolution.com

Figure 28.5 A Sugar Glider
gliding, showing the attitude
of the fore- and hind
limbs.(® ABRS) [K. Hollis]

Source: Fauna of Australia (McKay)
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Common Species of South-east Queensland

Sugar Glider

e Shorter, usually more pug-like face than Squirrel Gliders

o Tail fairly bushy, same thickness from base to tip, may have a white tip

e Fur grey above, cream under, dark stripe running from between eyes across head and
partially down back

e  Gliding membrane from wrist to ankle

e Average adult weight usually less than 150g

Squirrel Glider

e Longer, more pointed face than Sugar Gliders

e Long, fluffy tail that tapers from a wide base to the tip

e Fur grey above, cream under belly, dark stripe running from between the eyes across
head and some distance down the back

e  Gliding membrane wrist to ankle
Average weight 230g — 260g

Yellow-bellied Glider

e Similar in appearance to brushtail possum but smaller in size
e  Gliding membrane from wrist to ankle

Grey-brown fur with cream to rust coloured under belly
Average weight 450g — 700g

Greater Glider

o Very fluffy, large ears

o  Colour varies from cream to black

e  Gliding membrane runs from elbow to ankle
e Tail extremely long

e Adults average 1-1.2 kg

Feathertail Glider

e Size of a small mouse

e  Fur grey-brown, lighter underneath

o Featherlike tail with fine fur above and below and longer, stiffer fur on each side
e  Gliding membrane from just above wrist to above ankle

e  Adult weight averages 10g — 15g

Photos: A Mutton, EM Hanger, S Singleton
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