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Formula preparation 

 

Divetelact Milk Replacer  

If you choose Divetelact® please note that Impact®, plus Wombaroo High Protein 
Supplement® must be added to milk for furred joeys to achieve good nutritional values. 
Please speak with your coordinator before adding the Wombaroo High Protein Supplement. 

Unfurred (pinkie) gliders can have difficulty in digesting full strength Divetelact milk. 
Always start with 60ml of water to 1 scoop of Divetelact milk. Very slowly increase the 
strength e.g. three days on 60ml/1 scoop then two days on 55ml/1 scoop and then 
50ml/1 scoop. Many gliders cannot tolerate any stronger mix without bloating and/or 
becoming constipated leading to a painful death within a very short time. 

If signs of bloating should occur (lethargy, swollen tummy, not toileting) replace the next 
two feeds with a water/Glucodin mix (100 mL water to one level teaspoon Glucodin). The 
next feed return to 60 mL/1 scoop strength and remain on that until joey has fully 
recovered. 

For unfurred joeys on Divetelact you can offer up to 30% of the body weight per day 
divided over the number of feeds.  

For furred joeys offer 10% - 20% of the animal’s body weight per day divided into the 
number of feeds. So if the joey weighs 32 grams, 10% – 20% of its body weight will be 3.2 – 
6.4 grams. Offer 6.4 mL of milk formula per day over 6 feeds, i.e. 1.2 mL per feed.  Put a 
little extra in each of the six bottles or syringes to allow for wastage when testing the 
temperature. The temperature of the milk should be warm, neither too hot nor too cold. 
Test it by dropping a few drops on the inside of your elbow. 

 

Wombaroo Possum Milk Replacer 

The recommended daily intake for your joey is determined by the weight and stage of 
development of the animal. (See Wombaroo Possum Milk Replacer easy reference charts 
for small quantities) Add Impact® to the milk formula. Follow the instructions carefully—
more is not better— and remember to give extra water feeds. 

 

Biolac Milk Replacer 

Follow the manufacturer’s instructions. Add Impact® to the milk formula. 

 

What quantity of formula should be made up? 

Make up sufficient milk for one day (using pre-boiled water). Place it in the refrigerator. 
Only warm up what is needed for each feed. Discard what is not drunk at that feed.  

Never reheat or re-use leftover formula.  

Use a clean bottle and teat or syringe and cannula for each joey. Wash hands before the 
preparation of food and the handling of animals. Equipment must be rinsed in cold water, 
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washed well in hot soapy water and rinsed well in hot pre-boiled water, immediately after 
use.  

Feeding equipment 

Small 10 mL or 20 mL bottles with teats.  

Syringe with cannula (fine tubing) or eye dropper.  

If the animal is lapping a small spoon may be used initially and later a small shallow, 
stable dish. 

Teat holes should be sufficient to allow the formula to drip from the teat, not flow, as 
ingestion of milk into the lungs will cause pneumonia. It is better to have the hole too 
small rather than too big. 

Hold plastic syringes correctly and replace often. They must be replaced when the plunger 
stops sliding smoothly to avoid drowning’ your joey. 
 

Some joeys learn to lap quite quickly and confidently from the dropper or cannula, so can 
graduate to a small, stable dish.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Photo: E. Hanger 

Products for cleaning hands, feeding 

equipment and bedding.  Photo: E. 

Hanger 

When feeding with a syringe, hold 

it as illustrated, so that you can 

use your index finger to control 

the plunger as you push gently 

with your thumb. Replace syringe 

if the plunger does not move 

smoothly.  

Photo: E. Hanger 
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Cleaning the feeding equipment 

 

After the feed immediately rinse the feeding equipment in cold water to prevent the milk 
sticking to the glass or plastic. Then wash in hot, soapy water and rinse well in hot 
water to remove any detergent. 

Sterilize the equipment by boiling for ten minutes, steaming in the microwave for three to 
five minutes depending on your microwave, or as instructed on the steamer or by using 
Milton at the correct strength and for the correct period.  

If you use Milton, it must be at the correct strength and for the correct period.  

After using Milton YOU MUST rinse well in boiling water to remove any residue bleach 
which could interfere with the good bacteria in the animal’s stomach. 

(Aqium antibacterial gel is for hands) 

 

 

Feeding the orphan 

The number of feeds per day will depend on the age and 
stage of development. The charts for the different species of 
gliders will give you a guide to the number of feeds your 
orphan will require. However an older orphan coming into 
care may need more bottles per day (than the chart states) 
for the first few days until it is drinking well. Also an animal 
that has been malnourished before it came into care or an 
animal that has been dehydrated may weigh less than it 
should, so the amount of formula may need to be adjusted 
to reflect this.  

Remember give smaller feeds more frequently in the 
early days. 

Only one person should handle the joey. Initially give small quantities frequently as a 
joey’s stomach is not used to having large quantities at any one time. The feeds should be 
evenly spaced throughout the twenty-four hour period, for example every three hours, or 
every four hours. 

A joey will become very stressed and will not thrive if it is subjected to an erratic feeding 
regime. 

When feeding your gliders remove each glider in turn from the pouch, wrap it in a warm 
soft cloth with only the head visible. In the initial stages it is a good idea to have the eyes 
covered.  Do hold the animal in an upright position or on its side, to avoid accidental 
inhalation of the formula. Milk in the lungs causes pneumonia and can be fatal. Offer milk 
one drop at a time, taking care to avoid the tiny nose area.  Replace the joey in a second 
pouch to ensure that no glider is fed twice or missed. 

 

 

Photo: S. Singleton 
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If the weather is cold it is a good idea to have a heat pad or wrapped hot water bottle on 
your lap to keep the joey warm, when bottle feeding. A cup of hot water ensures that the 
milk doesn't get cold if the joey is a slow feeder or needs to be toileted during the feed. If 
the animal is lapping, the small dish can be placed in a larger dish of hot water to 
maintain warmth.  

After the milk feed a few drops of warm pre-boiled water may be given to clean the mouth, 
then clean any spilt formula from the fur and discard any formula that has not been 
drunk. 

Remember that before starting the milk feeds for a joey that has just come into care, the 
animal must be warmed and rehydrated.  

Also note that overfeeding can lead to diarrhoea and underfeeding or incorrectly mixing 
the formula can lead to malnutrition. 
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Toileting  

When the orphaned young is in its mother’s pouch the mother stimulates it to urinate and 
defecate by licking the cloaca. So before or after each feed the carer should gently stroke 
the cloaca with a soft cotton square (soft tissues or soft toilet paper can also be used) 
moistened with warm water.  This will stimulate the joey to urinate and/or defecate and by 
doing it regularly at each feed both the pouch and joey are kept clean.  Do not rub 
vigorously as this can cause inflammation and soreness. The cloaca can also become sore 
in tiny pinkies, so it is advisable to gently moisturize once or twice a day. If the pouch 
becomes wet or soiled it should be changed immediately to prevent the risk of infection. 
Remember to always  have a spare pouch liner in the outer pouch to absorb the baby’s 
smell, so that when you are changing the liner the smell remains familiar.  

 

Skin care 

If the animal is unfurred the combination of dry pouch environment and heating can 
cause dry and peeling skin. The skin will need to be moisturized. This would be done after 
toileting the animal after a feed. A chemical free moisturizer warmed in your hands and 
gently stroked onto the joey’s body before replacing in the pouch (keep eyes covered) works 
wonderfully. Doing this once or twice a day is usually sufficient to prevent dry and peeling 
skin. The tail and soles of the feet may require a little extra moisturizer. When choosing 
moisturizing products avoid those that have additives. Pure Aloe Vera Gel and Pawpaw 
Salve are ideal. 

 

Hygiene 

• Wash hands before and after feeding and handling each joey.  (An anti-bacterial hand 
gel, such as Ego’s Aqium Gel is excellent not only for the home but also for the car or 
where there is no access to water). 

• Sick animals should be attended to last so as to minimize the chance of infecting 
healthy animals. 

• Strict standards of hygiene should be maintained with feeding equipment, food 
products, housing and handling.  

• New arrivals should be quarantined until their health status is determined. 
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Quick Guide to Raising Orphaned 
Sugar, Squirrel and Feathertail 

Gliders 
Please read these notes in conjunction with the Easy Reference Guide for each species and 
the more detailed notes on all aspects of management and care in this manual 

Pouch Young 

Feathertail gliders under 3 grams, sugar gliders under 30grams and squirrel gliders under 
50 grams 

These young will need to have fur pigmentation to have a good chance of survival: 

• 2+ grams for a feathertail glider 

• 10 grams for a sugar glider 

• 15 grams for a squirrel glider 

Their eyes will still be closed at this stage and because of their immature stage of 
development they require a very experienced carer. 

To successfully rear a glider from this stage requires time and patience. A great deal of 
attention must be paid to good hygiene, with much care taken cleaning hands and 
pouches, toileting the animal properly and sterilizing feeding equipment. 

Feathertails will start to open their eyes at around 3 grams, sugars at around 20 grams 
and squirrels at around 30 grams. However sugars and squirrels may reach these 
milestones at different weights allowing for individual differences. 

 

Steps to follow: 

• Secure joey in a pouch on heat at 32 - 34 degrees; 

• Never feed a cold joey. Always warm the joey first. The amount of time needed to warm 
the animal, including restoring its core body temperature, will depend on how long it 
has been without maternal care. Remember that although it may feel warm on the 
outside the core body temperature may still be low, so try feeling under the arm, which 
may give you a better idea; 

• Offer Glucodin to your joey to rehydrate it (N.B. See section on dehydration ); 

• Offer one or two Glucodin feeds to settle the joey’s stomach before introducing formula;   

• Start milk formula when the joey is warm and rehydrated. Continue oral fluid therapy 
(Glucodin, Lectade or water as required) for a few days; 

• Glider joeys (when they are feeding well) should be on 3 - 4 hourly feeds. This will 
depend on the weight, as some may need feeding every 2 hours around the clock.  
Introduce fresh leaf tip and native flowers to the pouch;  

• Feed with a syringe and cannula. Once their eyes are open they will start to lap; 

• Sterilize all equipment; (See preceding notes) 

• Rinse in cold water immediately after feeding;  

• Wash in hot soapy water and rinse in clean water;  

• Sterilize in steamer; 
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• Toilet joey at every feed. This can be done before, during or after each feed by gently 
tickling the cloaca with a warm damp tissue or cotton square to stimulate the joey; 

• Unfurred joeys need to be moisturised each day; 

• Weigh your joey at the same time every two days. This is to ensure the joey is making 
good progress; 

• If your joey is not gaining at least 10% of its body weight each week (it can be much 
more) contact your coordinator for advice; 

 

Emerging Pouch Young   

All weights are approximate 

• 4 grams for feathertail gliders  

• 30 grams for sugar gliders 

• 50 grams for squirrel gliders 

At this stage your glider may be coming out of the pouch as soon as you open it for a feed. 
Once your joey has fine fur and eyes open he/she will want to start exploring, and can 
quite easily escape if not secured in the pouch properly.  

At this stage I transfer my young into a small cocky cage or basket so they can come out at 
night and explore. Make sure that it is rat, snake and escape proof.  

Place the heat pad on the bottom of the cage and cover with a towel. Cover your woollen or 
feather pouch with a flannelette pillow case to prevent it becoming soiled. Place one pouch 
where it can get heat from the heat pad and hang another pouch higher in the cage. This 
will allow your gliders to move between the two. You will find that they retreat to the 
higher pouch when they no longer need heat. Once this has happened you can remove the 
heat pad and re-position the lower pouch higher in the cage. 

 

Points to Note: 

• Heat should now be around 28 - 30 degrees, depending on the fur coverage; 

• Milk 4 hourly around the clock; 

• Gliders will be lapping at this stage; 

• If the joeys are feeding independently you will need to clean all the milk from 
the fur after each feed and change the pouches as needed or every day; 

• Offer plenty of fresh native flowers and tip for insects;  

• Offer some apricot nectar mixed with Wombaroo High Protein and Insectivore; 

(N.B. See notes on Supplementary Diet) 
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Independent Young 

All weights are approximate 

• 5 grams for feathertail gliders 

• 55 –60 grams for sugar gliders 

• 100 -110 grams for squirrel gliders 

 

By this stage the fur is lengthening and you will probably find they are now in the high 
pouch and don’t need heat. By this stage you should have more than one of the same 
species grouped together and they should be in a larger cage (1m x 1m x 1.2m or similar). 
Place the cage high off the ground and lie it lengthwise as opposed to upright. By placing 
the cage this way they tend to use the branches more and learn to jump, rather than 
hanging off the wire. Set the cage up with lots of branches to climb on, rope to hang from, 
and plenty of fresh native vegetation. (See notes on the Natural Diet page 54) 

 

Points to note: 

• Milk twice daily, early morning and night (before dusk for feathertails to prevent 
escape); 

• Offer a great variety of native branches with both older leaf and fresh tip as this is a 
source of insects and insect and plant exudates; 

• Give lots of fresh native flowers and insects; 

• Have a container of fresh water in the cage at all times. Make sure animals can’t 
drown; 

• Gliders should be toileting themselves at this stage; 

• Weigh once a week; 

• Offer some Apricot Nectar mixed with Wombaroo High Protein Supplement and 
Insectivore (See notes on Supplementary Diet); 

• We do not recommend feeding mealworms to gliders however, if you do, mealworms 
must be fed a High Protein Supplement and Insectivore Mix for at least twenty-four 
hours before being fed to the gliders, as they are not very nutritious. They are also very 
fatty so only feed a one or two, once or twice a week. Mealworms are not a substitute 
for a variety of invertebrates, which must form part of a good, healthy diet for gliders.  
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Pre-Release Young 

All weights are approximate 

• 7 grams for feathertail gliders  

• 80 grams for sugar gliders   

• 120 grams for squirrel gliders  

By this stage the only contact you should have with your gliders is to weigh them. 

Your gliders should be in a large outdoor aviary with plenty of different sized branches to 
climb on, rope to swing on, and fresh native vegetation. Place accommodation, food and 
water dishes up high, but not too high, because gliders like to feed upside down. Place a 
number of feeding dishes around the aviary and have at least three nest sites as well. 

If you are unable to soft release your gliders from your place, this is the time for them to 
go to the soft release site. 

 

Points to note: 

• Milk once a day, late at night; 

• At least two good-sized leaf containers or more depending on how many gliders you 
have, filled each day with a large variety of fresh native vegetation; 

• Water container; 

• Insect attracting light. Don’t leave on for more than about two hours; 

• Several feeding sites around the aviary for nectar mix. BUT REMEMBER as release 
time approaches the quantity of supplement should be reduced as there are no nectar 
mix feeding sites in the wild; 

• Several nest sites; 

• Use avocado mix and slurry mix sparingly, no more than a couple of times a week as it 
is fattening and makes the gliders fat and lethargic; (See notes on Supplementary Diet) 

• Weigh every week. They should be putting on weight very fast, but not putting on fat. 

 

Release 

All weights are approximate 

• 9 grams for feathertail gliders   

• 90 grams for sugar gliders 

• 170 grams for squirrel gliders   

These weights are a guide only. You should always assess your gliders as to their 
development and readiness for release. There is no point in releasing gliders at this weight 
if they cannot hang, glide or catch insects. They must be 100% fit for release. If you have 
checked the “Preparation for Release” notes and all the criteria have been met, contact 
your coordinator to discuss your release plans. 

Notes prepared by Sharon Singleton and Eleanor Hanger 
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Natural Diet 
(See special notes for the Greater Glider) 

Pouch Environment 

While in a pouch environment the young glider needs nothing 
but milk until it reaches the 4g (feathertail glider) 30g (sugar 
glider) 50g (squirrel glider)/about 80  -  100 day age (See Easy 
Reference Charts).  Prior to this a few native gum leaves and 
a native blossom can be added to the pouch. The young glider 
will only smell the leaves and nibble at the blossom but it is 
essential to prepare the youngster for its native diet. 

Cage Stage 

When the glider has reached the cage stage  and has fine 
sharp teeth ( See Easy Reference Chart), strong three or four 
centimeter branches need to be added. Not only will the 
branches be used for climbing but also for chewing. Young 
gliders (sugar and squirrel) chew bark. When older, not only 
do they chew and eat the bark, but they also strip large pieces 
of it. The reasons they do this are unclear, but it is a very 
important part of their foraging for food behaviour enabling 
them to find sap and insects below the bark layer. Native 
vegetation, stems and leaf with galls and insects should also 
be added. Native blossom, especially from Eucalypt, Banksia, 
Melaleuca, as a source of nectar and pollen must be placed in 
the cage. 

Aviary Stage 

The aviary stage needs climbing and chewing branches as 
thick as possible. It is here that the glider needs to find large 
quantities of insects so an insect attracting light is a necessity. 
Large quantities of vegetation with flowers, for nectar and 
pollen, and foliage, for insects, should be provided fresh each 
day. 

 

 

 

 

Photos: E. Hanger 



Caring for Gliders 

© Wildcare Australia Inc.   Page 61 

Insect attracting light 

The insect attracting light should be placed near a large 
container of leaf so that insects drawn to the light will remain 
in the leaf when the light is turned off. This allows the gliders 
to forage among the leaf and blossoms and find sufficient 
insects. Remember 50% or more of a gliders diet at some times 
of year consists of moths, spiders, caterpillars and beetles.  

Please note that the light only needs to be left on for two to 
three hours in the early evening, any longer and the natural 
nocturnal habits of the glider are disturbed. 

Light suggestions: unzapped mossie zapper, solar light, 
rechargeable camping light. 

 

Aviary Plants 

Although it is not a large part of the diet, some gliders do very 
occasionally eat some native leaves. Potted eucalypt and other 
native tree plants can be added to the aviary at a height where 
the foliage can be easily reached from the lowest branches. 
These plants will also provide a place for insects to hide – a 
natural food source for your gliders. 

Fresh saplings or large branches can be held in Christmas tree 
holders, obtainable from the Wildcare office. 

Notes prepared by Angela Mutton 

(See also Possums of South-east Queensland: The Natural 
Diet and How to Find It) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 Photos:  E. Hanger 

 

This is an old site 
where the sap is no 
longer palatable. 



Caring for Gliders 

© Wildcare Australia Inc.   Page 62 

Greater Glider  

(See also Easy Reference Chart) 

 

The greater glider is a highly specialized eucalypt leaf eater just like the koala. 

When the joey reaches about 90g start to offer tender leaves from the new growth of 
eucalypt, from a variety of different eucalypt species and from different trees within 
the species. As the joey grows the quantity of fresh leaf provided each day is increased. As 
the leaf diet gradually replaces the formula, the joey must be carefully monitored to make 
sure it continues to make a good weight gain. 

It is very important that the leaf is sourced from the area where the joey is to be released 
and it is equally important that large quantities of good quality fresh leaf are provided 
each day. 

Koala carers in your area may be able to help you source good quality and suitable 
eucalyptus leaf.  

 

 

Photos: R. Johns 
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Supplementary Diet 

 

N.B. This does NOT apply to the Greater Glider which should not be given anything 
other than eucalypt, just like the Koala. 

See the Easy Reference Charts for a guide to each of the species. 

As milk consumption is reduced and the natural diet increased small amounts of 

supplementary food can be given, but  no more than 10% to 15% of body weight.  

Suggestions are: 

Finely chopped fruit while in the cage stage, adding finely chopped nuts (such as 

almonds, walnuts) and seeds (such as pine nuts, sunflower) once in the aviary. Sprinkle 

with very small amount of High Protein Supplement 

Natalie’s Squirrel and Sugar Glider Slurry:   

This may be offered every day/night for a sick glider and two to three times a week for a 

healthy animal. 

100ml apricot nectar 

Finely grated apple and sweet potato 

18g of Wombaroo® Insectivore Mix 

1 level scoop of Wombaroo Impact® (scoop provided with Impact®) 

1 scoop of Divetelact®  (scoop provided with Divetelact®) 
1 teaspoon (5g) of slivered almonds 

  

For a 30g – 35g Sugar Glider offer 3g of this mixture, a 50g - 55g Squirrel Glider offer a 

teaspoon (5g)  
For a 60g Sugar Glider offer 6g, a 100g Squirrel offer 2 teaspoons (10g)  
For an 80g Sugar Glider offer 10g, 120g Squirrel offer 3 teaspoons (15g)  
For a 120-170g glider offer 4 teaspoons (20g) 
  

Glider Guacamole is also very useful when caring for injured and malnourished gliders.  

 

Mix together 1-2 tablespoons (20g – 40g) mashed ripe avocado 

A dash of pure maple syrup or runny honey 
Half a teaspoon (2.5grams) Wombaroo® High Protein Supplement  

Add enough milk formula to make the mixture thick and sloppy 

The supplementary diet must be given in conjunction with the native diet i.e. plenty of native 

flowers for nectar, pollen and insects, a large quantity of browse from which to obtain insects 

and honeydew, and a variety of arthropods such as small grasshoppers, crickets, beetles, 

moths, spiders etc. as well as the milk replacer.  

Please Note:  

Too much supplementary food quickly makes gliders fat and lethargic. Always aim to give as 

much of the NATURAL DIET as possible. 

It is a DEATH SENTENCE if gliders are released without knowing how to find all the 

components of their natural diet. 

See also Possums of South-east Queensland: The Natural Diet and How to Find It 
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Housing Gliders 
In order to give the  orphaned, injured or sick  animal the best quality care, rehabilitators  
must be prepared to invest in equipment and facilities; pouches, cages, aviaries and 
containers appropriate for the species of animal to be housed and fed. These must be kept 
immaculately clean at all times.  

Housing the baby glider 

When a baby glider first comes into care it will require a 
pouch to simulate that of the mother’s pouch, which is 
flexible, warm and moist. The pouch should be made of 
natural fibres, such as pure cotton or wool, so that it 
breathes. Pure cotton baby singlets make excellent liners as 
they stretch when in use. Many synthetic materials (e.g. 
polyester/cotton or nylon) do not breathe so it is best to avoid 
them. Place one cotton liner inside another and a spare 
alongside, so if one is soiled the joey’s smell is in the next one. 
These  cotton pouch liners are placed into a woollen beanie, 
sheep skin or feather pouch and the glider is kept at a 

constant temperature of 32ºC, (unfurred gliders at 34ºC reducing to 32ºC when showing 
signs of fur)  in an escape-proof container. 

 

A baby glider in the natural environment would be left in the nest at a very early age  
(Sugars 20 grams, Squirrels 35 grams) while the mother glider forages for food. 

In the care situation this generally is too early to leave the orphaned young without 
security for both the day and night. Therefore, experience shows it is better to leave the 
glider in the secured pouch situation until nearing the cage stage, then changing to an 
open pouch situation a short time before the glider goes into a cage with a nest box. The 
pouch and glider to be housed in a heated and secure carry cage from which the animal 
cannot escape. 

Points to note: 

• Sufficient number of pouch liners to cope with changes at each feed, which may be 
necessary, if the joey urinates or defecates between feeds.  

• Use natural fabrics, cotton or wool. Don't use synthetics.  

• A variety of pouch sizes to fit the growing glider. 

• No loose threads that can be chewed or cause entanglement, or loops of cotton or wool 
in which claws or nails can be caught. 

• A constant temperature maintained with a heat pad, thermometer and probe, or 
Humidicrib 

• An escape proof container 

  

Photo: S.Singleton 
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Housing the emerging young glider 

  

(Feathertails 4g, Sugars 30g and Squirrels 50g) 

An indoor cage (60cm x 60cm x 60cm) covered with 
1cm gauge wire. Flyscreened for feathertails. 

Place heat pad (around 28C—30C depending on fur 
coverage) on bottom or under cage. Cover with a towel. 
Cover the pouch with a pillowcase to avoid it becoming 
soiled.  Place pouch where it can get warmth from heat 
pad and hang another pouch high in the cage. This will 
allow your gliders to move between the two. You will 
find that they will retreat to the higher pouch when 
they no longer need heat. Once this happens you can 
remove the heat pad and place the other pouch higher 
also.  

Offer plenty of flowers and fresh tip for bugs. Make sure water containers are such that 
animals can’t drown in them.  

Cover the cage during the day, remove at night. 

 

Points to note: 

• Small gauge wire, fly screened if necessary, to prevent escapes. 

• Heat pad 

• Two pouches  

• Offer plenty of flowers and fresh tip for insects 

• Vegetation picked daily. 

 

Housing the young glider 

  

(Feathertails 5 g, Sugars 55 g - 60 g  

Squirrels 100 g-110 g) 

An indoor cage (1 m x 1 m x 1.2 m) covered with 
1 cm gauge wire. A nest box of 15 cm x 15 cm x 
15 cm  (small bird boxes are great here) for one 
or two gliders slightly larger for a larger group.  

Hang nest box at mid-cage level, moving higher as the gliders become experienced at 
climbing. The pouch can initially be put into the cage at a low level, then removed as soon 

as the gliders take up residence in the nest box. 

 

Photo: S. Singleton 

Photo: E. Hanger 
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The cage should be set up with branches for climbing and chewing.  

Food and water containers placed at mid-level allowing the gliders to feed in an upside-
down position. 

A couple of small-necked containers holding water for leaf (especially leaf with insects and 
galls) and flowers should also be added. Never leave container empty, or with water only in 
it as the animal have difficulty getting out or could drown. 

Cover the cage during the day, remove at night. 

 

Points to note: 

• Small gauge wire, fly screened if necessary, to prevent escapes. 

• Pouch and nest box, food and water containers placed about mid-level in cage. 

• Clean, fresh water available at all times. 

• Vegetation picked daily. 

• Water containers, firmly fixed, to hold vegetation. 

• Branches to climb. 

 

Housing the older glider  

(Feathertails 7 g, Sugars 8 0g, Squirrels 120 g) 

An aviary with a minimum size of 3 m x 2 m x 2.5 m high 
is required for the older gliders. Larger is better, as the 
larger size allows the gliders to practice jumps and very 
small glides. 

The aviary should be constructed using small gauge wire, fly 
screened for feathertails, to prevent escapes and to be snake 
and rat proof. It should be set up with branches both for 
climbing and chewing. Allow one large branch to reach the 

aviary floor so that gliders who 
may fall while learning to catch 
insects may quickly find their way 
back to the main branches and 
nest box. 

At least two nest boxes and a 
hollow log to be placed in different parts of the aviary. In their 
natural environment a glider group may have up to fifteen nest 
sites. When offered several in an aviary they readily move 
between them. 

Place food and water containers at a little above mid height as 
gliders often like to hang from above.  

A few containers, which hold water, for fresh vegetation.  

Greater Glider 

 Pre-release aviary 7m x 4m x 3m 

Photo: R. Johns 

Tree stand holds water 

Photo: E. Hanger   
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Never leave a vegetation container empty or with only water in it, as gliders have crawled 
into them and drowned, or when empty died of stress as they couldn’t climb the smooth 
sides. 

An insect light should be strategically placed near fresh vegetation, (two to three hours per 
night is sufficient) so that insects attracted to the light will alight on the vegetation and 
give the gliders in care practice at searching vegetation for food. This will also add variety 
to the diet. 

Points to note: 

• Small gauge wire, fly screened for feathertails. 

• Nest boxes placed high in aviary. 

• Food and water containers placed a little above mid-level off the  ground.  

• A variety of fresh, natural vegetation, branches of trees and shrubs, ground covers, 
climbers, including leaves, flowers, fruit, seeds, fungi, lichen and bark available daily. 

• Clean, fresh water available at all times. 

• Branches for climbing and access to food, water and nest boxes. 

• Insect attracting light. 

• Never use herbicides, insecticides or pesticides in or around the aviary. 

 

Make sure domestic pets, such as cats and dogs, do not have access to the area where the 
glider’s cage or aviary is kept. The glider is being prepared for return to the wild. It is a 
death sentence for the glider if it views cats and dogs as friendly or harmless 

 

Aviary attached to side of house, away from   

household noise, within kangaroo enclosure, so safe 

from wandering domestic animals.  Photo: E. Hanger 
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Introducing Gliders to each Other  

 

Pouch stage 

Put the new glider into its own cotton pouch liner then carefully place into the sheepskin 
pouch along with the resident glider. Allow the babies to smell each other for 
approximately twelve hours or so and then, after both have been fed, introduce them into 
the same small cotton liner. At this age they should accept each other without much fuss.  

 

Cage stage 

Gliders are now in a small nest box hung in the cage. When introducing new gliders to an 
established group, add them in their own nest box which has their scent, but is clear of 
scent of the resident gliders. This is best done in the morning when the gliders are sleepy 
and less aggressive. Usually it does not take long before one of the gliders leaves a nest 
box and investigates the new smells. There may be some spitting and rumbling noises so it 
is best to keep an eye on them for a few hours.  

 

Aviary stage 

Extra care needs to be taken at this stage as the gliders are slower to accept each other. 
Once again, always add new gliders in a nest box devoid of the resident aviary gliders 
smells, and preferably early morning. 

Place the boxes in close proximity and watch for at least thirty minutes and then regularly 
until you are sure they have settled. Generally inquisitive gliders from each box will check 
out the new smells and enter each other’s boxes. Spitting and rumbling is common and it 
can take up to twenty-four hours before all the gliders settle.  

 

Notes prepared by Angela Mutton 
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Releasing the Orphan 
 

All animals should be released as close as possible to their place of origin. Think of them 
as going home. 

Gliders should never be “held back” over winter and made to wait until the warmer 
months for release. Studies have shown that eucalypts and many other Australian native 
flora produce substantial nectar, pollen and new growth over winter, and often this is of 
better quality than over summer. Holding gliders  over winter is not acceptable; it also 
puts the animals at a greater risk of being unable to establish their own territory once they 
are released as they will be a great deal older than recommended. 

Regardless of whether your gliders are soft-released or hard-released, there are various 
requirements which must be met (particularly if the gliders are being hard-released at a 
site a long distance from where they have been housed). 

During pre-release (Read also the section on Preparation for Release) the following 
guidelines should be adhered to: 

• Gliders must be released in groups. The Greater Glider would be the exception; 

• Human contact should be avoided at this stage. Vegetation should be placed in the 
aviary early afternoon, prior to the animals’ waking; 

• Supplementary food should be reduced at this stage, and eliminated if the animals are 
to be hard released; 

• Good quality native vegetation, especially bearing nectar and pollen from flowering 
eucalypts and banksias, from the release site, must be supplied. This is particularly 
important if the gliders are to be hard released. This may involve substantial travel if 
you plan to hard release your gliders at a site some distance away; 

• To acclimatize gliders, no more than half the aviary roof should be waterproof. Ideally, 
if hard releasing gliders, the aviary should only be covered directly above the nest 
boxes – animals will get wet once they are in the wild, and therefore they need to adapt 
to this, preferably while still at pre-release; 

• All nest boxes that will be used for release must be in the aviary with the gliders for at 
least two weeks to allow their scent to be evident in each. This is particularly important 
if hard releasing; 

• There must be a few nest boxes in the aviary; 

• Gliders should not be kept in care until they are sexually mature as they will struggle 
to establish their own home range once released and will get “beaten up” by any 
residents at the release site;  

• A release should not be attempted in high winds, stormy or cyclonic conditions or in a 
severely drought affected area;  

• Nocturnal animals are always released at night – never during the day.  
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SOFT RELEASE 

The preferred method of release for gliders is soft–releasing, whereby a section of the 
aviary is opened up and the animal is left to come and go until it is confident out in the 
wild on its own. However, not all rehabilitators are able to release from their own 
properties and therefore gliders will either need to be transferred to a rehabilitator who has 
these facilities, or be hard released at a site removed from where they have been housed. 

Soft-release is the preferred method of release as it enables the animal to adjust to the 
release site while being in the pre-release aviary. All gliders should spend at least two 
weeks at the pre-release site, but preferably one month or more. This allows the animal to 
acclimatize to the conditions at the site, including temperature, noises, smells, other 
gliders. It also allows the rehabilitator to maintain some check on the gliders after they 
have been released. 

A rope or branch leading from the aviary into a nearby tree is sufficient for soft release. 
Some gliders will leave on the first night and never be seen again, while others will come 
and go for some time before they are confident out of the aviary.  

Vegetation should be supplied in the aviary for at least a few days up to a few weeks after 
release, and then gradually reduced to encourage the gliders to forage on their own. 

 

Aviary Size  

The minimum for gliders that will be soft released is: 

• 3 m x 2 m x 2.5 m for a small group of feathertail, sugar or squirrel gliders 

• 7 m x 3 m x 4 m (h)  for greater gliders and yellow-bellied gliders  

 

HARD RELEASE  

You MUST ensure that gliders being hard released meet the release criteria set out above. 
There is no room for mistakes as the gliders will be on their own and will not be able to 
return to the safety of an aviary should they become distressed or hungry.  

Hard releasing gliders that are humanized, accustomed to domestic pets or unable to 
recognize their natural diet and others of their own kind is a death sentence. 

Nest boxes should be erected no later than early evening, to allow the gliders a few hours 
to adapt to sounds and smells at the release site.  

When selecting a site for boxes, choose an area that is reasonably sheltered and has a 
good understorey of shrubs and bushes, thereby minimizing the animals need to come to 
ground on release. It is always advisable to put out more than one box with which the 
gliders are familiar, so the gliders will be able to recognize them and they will provide 
additional security and a safe spot to sleep. 

 

More detailed notes can be found in the manual Possums of South-east Queensland .  
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Aviary Size  

 

The minimum for gliders being prepared for hard release is: 

• 3 m x 3m x 3 m (or larger if possible) for a small group of feathertail, sugar or squirrel 
gliders  
 

• 7 m x 4 m x 4 m (or larger if possible) for the greater glider and yellow-bellied glider 

Remember that although this is the minimum size. Gliders that are to be hard-released 
MUST have excellent climbing, gliding and foraging skills. They must be able to find food 
and shelter. 

 

 

 

 

 

Tree climber attaching nest box for a hard release. Photo: R. Johns 
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Care and Management of Adults and 
Sub-Adults 

 

The most common reasons for adult or sub-adult gliders to come into care include: 

• Habitat loss 

• Cat attack 

• Barbed wire 
 

Gliders that have lost habitat due to clearing and have with no apparent injuries should be 
monitored for at least twenty-fours before being released into a suitable area, as close as 
possible to the one which has been destroyed. This period gives the rehabilitator time to 
properly assess the condition of the animal, as during this period bruising or other 
conditions may become apparent. 

Key factors in successful rehabilitation include: 

• correct diagnosis and treatment; 

• minimizing stress; 

• keeping the rehabilitation period as short as is necessary. 

 

The animal will initially require warmth and fluids (See section on Emergency Care). 

 

Housing a Sick or Injured Adult 

The animal will need to be housed in a quiet area in a hospital box with glass front, or 
small reptile enclosure. Hygienic conditions are essential, especially if open wounds are 
involved. This type of housing will allow the rehabilitator to observe the animal without 
disturbing it, and will facilitate the administration of medications. Within the hospital box 
there must be a smaller box where the animal can hide. This will help to minimize stress. 
Cover the glass front with a towel. 

If the animal is in care for more than a day or two it will need to be put into a suitably-
sized  aviary for the species (See section on ‘Housing’ in the ‘Care of Orphans’) prior to 
release to regain its strength and muscle tone. This period will vary according to the time 
the animal has been confined.  

Remember that for the welfare of the animal it should be returned to the area from which 
it came as quickly as possible. It is going home. 
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Feeding a Sick or Injured Adult 

Provide the natural diet for the species (Check the ‘Species Profiles’ and see also the notes 
on the ‘The Natural Diet’ in the ‘Care of Orphans’ section of this manual and Possums of 
South-east Queensland: The Natural Diet and How to find It).  For most gliders this will 
mean gathering insects and flowers as well as branches with plant and animal exudates 
on them.  

You will also need to provide supplementary food (See ‘Supplementary Diet’ in the ‘Care of 
Orphans’ section) such as a little chopped fruit, finely chopped nuts and seeds with 
Wombaroo High Protein Supplement sprinkled over it. If the animal is having difficulty 
eating or is unwilling to eat the Glider Guacamole or Natalie’s Glider Slurry are most 
helpful. 

 

Points to note: 

• Gliders are nocturnal. Adults will want to sleep during the day and will only feed at 
night; 

• Administer drugs by syringe to ensure the animal actually gets the required amount; 

• Use small stable dishes;  

• Have water available at all times; 

• Remove uneaten food in the morning. If there is nothing left you may need to increase 
the quantity; 

• Remove vegetation and replace with fresh each day; 

• Nectar is not produced once the flower has been cut; 

• Clean the hospital box during the day by removing the animal, in its small hide box so 
as not to unduly disturb it, to a covered cat carry cage or similar;  

• The animal must be monitored closely to ensure that it is making a good recovery. 
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Injuries and other Conditions 
 

Animals rarely come into care if there is nothing wrong with them, so when an animal 
comes into care a quick and accurate diagnosis is essential to achieve a good outcome. In 
many cases this will require the services of a veterinarian. Most animals will be suffering 
some degree of shock and dehydration so these conditions must be attended to promptly. 

 

Shock 

Mild shock may be indicated by: 

• Pale gums  

• Decreased or raised heart rate 

• Depression 

 

Severe shock may be indicated by: 

• Pale mucous membranes 

• Slow capillary refill time 

• Irregular and weak or elevated heart rate 

• Respiration that is shallow or deep, slow or rapid, open mouthed or laboured 

• Weakness or inability to move 

• Cold to touch  

• Eyes glazed often with dilated pupils 

• Altered levels of consciousness 

Treatment should include: 

• Warmth 

• Dark, quiet, stress-free environment 

• Fluid therapy  

 

Hypothermia (Low Body temperature) 

This results from the animal becoming cold. It must be warmed slowly. 

 

Hypoglycaemia (Low blood glucose) 

This occurs when the animal’s blood sugar levels become too low. Once it is warm and 
conscious the animal needs to be given glucose. If it is unconscious or is unable to 
swallow it will require subcutaneous or intravenous glucose administered by a 
veterinarian 
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Dehydration (See notes in “Care of the Orphan) 

 

Internal Injuries caused by Dog or Cat Attack 

Victims of dog or cat attack require immediate veterinary attention even if there are no 
obvious injuries, as severe internal injuries can be caused without leaving a mark 
externally.  

 

Wounds  

All wounds or punctures resulting from dog or cat attacks require immediate veterinary 
attention and appropriate pain relief and antibiotics. It is preferable that the wounds are 
cleaned, debrided and dressed (if necessary) under anaesthetic. 

 

Damaged Patagium 

Gliders with significant damage to the patagium have been known to make a full recovery 
with good extension, almost normal elasticity and good blood flow to the affected area. The 
repair has occurred after some dieback, but without stitching (similar to flying foxes). 
However not all animals will recover and the assessment needs to be made by someone 
who is very experienced in these matters. The recovery period is long, so the animal would 
need a committed carer and a good wildlife veterinarian to manage the injury. 

 

Damaged or missing Limbs 

Gliders with missing tails or limbs, or permanently damaged tail or limbs must not be 
released as they will be unable to control their glide. This is an animal welfare issue. 

 

Teeth Problems—Periodontal disease   

Dental caries causes erosion of enamel and dentine leading to cavities (from sweets). 
Unfortunately this has been an issue with gliders in care.  Periodontal disease, that is  
disease of the gums and sockets of the teeth, gingivitis and dental abscesses are problems 
caused by an inappropriate diet, too much soft food and not enough fibre to brush the 
teeth. To check the animal must be anaesthetized. This shows the importance of the 
natural diet, of providing large and small diameter branches for chewing and stripping. 
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Cleaning and managing oiled possums 

Possum/glider must be sedated and washed very well with Amway multipurpose LOC 
cleaner, a mild shampoo or a mild dishwashing detergent. As toxins can be absorbed 
through the skin as well as ingested when the animal is grooming, it is imperative that the 
animal is washed well. Unfortunately this will result in the skin drying out, but it is the 
lesser of two evils. 

Eyes should be flushed out with a saline solution. 

Give lots of fluids and good care. Activated charcoal can also be given to absorb any toxins 
that may have been ingested. 

 

Bloat 

Bloat can be indicated by a bloated abdomen and pain. It is commonly associated with a 
bacterial or a yeast infection, an inappropriate diet,  a milk intolerance in orphans, stress 
or mismanagement. The cause needs to be established quickly by a wildlife veterinarian 
and the symptoms treated promptly. 

 

Bruising 

Bruising indicates a trauma of some sort and may indicate quite severe internal injuries.  
The animal may require pain relief and antibiotics. Consult a veterinarian. 

 

Skin conditions 

Skin conditions may be caused by stress, mismanagement, intolerance of milk product, 
bacterial or yeast infections. As with all problems it is of the utmost importance to get the 
correct diagnosis and treatment from a wildlife veterinarian. Ensure good hygiene. 

 

External parasites 

A healthy animal may carry a few parasites (e.g. ticks, lice, mites) without any adverse 
effect, so you may remove them, but do not need to treat. However a heavy burden would 
indicate an underlying problem which should be investigated by a veterinarian. 

Frontline® (spray only) and Permoxin® may be used but avoid contact with eyes or 
wounds. 

 

Fractures 

All fractures need to be assessed by a veterinarian, who will determine what course of 
action needs to be taken. 
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Pneumonia 

In orphaned joeys pneumonia may be caused by the aspiration of the milk into the lungs. 
Animals may come into care with pneumonia as a secondary infection to other problems. 

Immediate veterinary attention is necessary and appropriate antibiotics prescribed.  

 

Diarrhoea 

Diarrhoea is the failure of the gut to produce normal faeces. Some common causes in joeys 
are stress, mismanagement, overfeeding, bacterial, yeast and other infections, intolerance 
to the milk product and failure to establish normal gut flora. The reason for the problem 
needs to be established in consultation with your wildlife veterinarian and possum 
coordinator and treatment or changes to management initiated. 

 

 

Drugs  
 

Drugs must only be administered on the authority of a veterinarian.   

It is of the utmost importance that drugs be administered as prescribed i.e. if 0.2ml twice 
a day, give the drug at 7am and 7pm, or 9am and 9pm as suites you lifestyle. If the drug is 
to be given three times a day, give it every eight hours, for example, 6am, 2pm and 10pm. 
The drug must be given for the number of days that the veterinarian prescribes. 

Even if your animal appears to have totally recovered you must still complete the course of 
medication as directed by your veterinarian. 

Drugs should not be put on food, as it may be difficult to ascertain whether the animal 
has taken all of it, some of it, or none of it. 

Discard left over drugs.  Do not use them on another animal even if you think the 
symptoms are the same. 
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Captive Diets 
Be aware that you may find information on the internet or in books, giving captive diets for 
native animals in zoos and wildlife parks, where the animals are permanently in captivity. 
Therefore you may find less emphasis on the natural diet. These diets may be perfect for 
captive animals, but they are often not suitable for animals being returned to their natural 
environment. Much inaccurate and conflicting information appears on Facebook, so 
always check with your coordinator before adopting methods or diets from that source. 

 

For the wildlife carer the emphasis must be on the natural diet.  

Supplements are to be used sparingly if at all. 

 

 

 

Toxic Plants 
Many plants are toxic to animals (including humans) and may cause mild to severe 
reactions or even death. The toxins may be present in all or part of the plant.  

Some Australian plants that are toxic to humans and introduced animals are not toxic to 
birds or native mammals but, as little study has been done in this area, it is preferable to 
err on the side of caution. 

Some toxic plants are:-  Allamanda spp., Agapanthus, Oleander, Lantana, Mother-of-
Millions, plants in the family Araceae including Alocasia  spp, Dieffenbachia spp., 
Monstera spp., Philodendron spp., Poinsettia, the nightshades, privets, lilies, daturas, 
Dutchman’s pipe and Cestrum spp. Camphor Laurel. 

Wilson, Sally  Some Plants are Poisonous. Reed, 1997. 

Toxic Plants and Animals: A Guide for Australia. Queensland Museum, 1987 
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Books 

 

The bibliography is a good starting point. 

Information on Sources of Nectar and Pollen 

 “Honey Flora of Queensland” by S.T. Blake and C. Roff published by Queensland 
Department of Primary Industries is an excellent book to aid with the identification of 
potential sources of nectar and pollen. The book gives the usual flowering time of each 
species and whether it is a major or minor source of nectar and pollen 

  

Some food plants for Gliders 

Eucalyptus spp.; Acacia spp.; Melaleuca spp.; Banksia spp.; Angophora spp.; Lophostemon 
spp.; Syzygium spp.; Leptospermum spp.; Callistemon spp.; Waterhousia spp.  

Eucalyptus spp. provide sap, nectar, pollen, insects, spiders, honeydew and manna. 

Acacia spp. provide gum, pollen, insects, spiders, manna and honeydew. 
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Useful Information for Possum 
Carers  

Make sure foliage, flowers, fruits and insects are free of pesticides.  

Pick vegetation some distance from the road to avoid polluted material.  

Pick flowers early before the bees and birds have visited. 

If picking flowers for nectar, make sure that the flowers are actually producing nectar. The 
presence of bees is an indication, as is the smell and the appearance.  

Place large branches in the aviary, not only for climbing but also for bark stripping and 
eating, and for gleaning invertebrates from under bark. 

Pollen is a rich source of protein and nectar is a rich energy source. 

Rain will remove water soluble carbohydrates such as manna and honeydew. 

Have fresh water available at all times. 

In the wild possums use a number of different sleeping hollows, so it is recommended that 
you give your animals in care two or more possum/glider boxes or hollow logs. Place logs 
or possum boxes and feeding stations high in aviary. However remember that gliders like 
to hang from above to feed so containers should be placed to allow for this. 

Never place food on the ground. 

Do not house possums with birds or other animals. 

Before housing adult possums/gliders together, check with coordinator. Remember adult 
animals that come into care with injuries or other problems should be returned to their 
home territory as soon as possible. They do not need to be paired up. 

It is desirable to rear two or more orphans of the same species together. In some species 
this is imperative. 

Animals must receive adequate fluids. 

Adequate sleep in a quiet environment is imperative.  

Be warned. Possums have sharp claws, and some will bite viciously. 

Information and methods are changing all the time, please check date on notes. 

If you are interested in the Queensland Glider Network, the email address is:   
glider@wildlife.org.au 

 

Remember daytime is not playtime for possums! 
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 Glossary 

 

Arboreal - living in trees 

Arthropods - a large phylum of invertebrates, including insects, spiders, crustaceans, 
centipedes 

Caecum - like a cul-de-sac off the large intestine containing bacteria involved in the 
digestion of cellulose 

Cellulose - a carbohydrate, the chief constituent of the cell wall of plants 

Coprophagy - eating of faeces 

Folivore - leaf eater 

Herbivorous - feeding on plants 

Honeydew – sugary substance excreted by sap sucking insects 

Invertebrates— animals without a backbone 

Manna – sugary exudate produced at sites of insect damage on trees especially eucalypts 
and angophoras 

Nocturnal  -   in, during the night. All possums are nocturnal i.e. active at night 

Prehensile - capable of grasping, as in use of tail as a fifth limb by some possums 

Psyllids – small to minute sap sucking insects, includes lerp and gall constructing species 

Sclerophyll - pertaining to woody plants, such as eucalypts, with hard, leathery, 
evergreen leaves that prevent moisture loss  

Syndactylous - having digits joined, as in the grooming toes of possums 

Torpor - a sleep like state in which the metabolism slows down to conserve energy 
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Possum Boxes 

 

Possum boxes and other equipment needed for possum care are available through 
WILDCARE AUSTRALIA Inc. See website or call 07 5527 2444 for further information. 

Hollow Log Homes based at Kenilworth, Qld. make boxes custom designed for the different 
species. Phone: 07 5472 3142. 
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A Selection  of Plants for Food (cont.)  

Syncarpia spp. (Turpentine….)  

Corymbia spp.  (Spotted Gum…)  

Angophora spp. (Broad-LeavedApple….)  

Elaeocarpus spp.  (Blueberry Ash, Blue Quandong…)  

Melia azederach (White Cedar) 

Backhousia spp. (Lemon Myrtle, 
Shatterwood…)  

Pipturus argenteus (Native Mulberry)*  

Lophostemon spp. (Boxes) 

Dianella caerulea* 

Glycine spp.* 

Breynia oblongifolia* 
 
Grevillea robusta 
 
 Neolitsea spp. (White Bolly Gum…) 
 
 Alphitonia  spp.  
 
Vitex lignum-vitae (Satinwood) 
  
Pittosporum undulatum  
  
Homalanthus spp. (Native Bleeding Heart…)* 
 
Cordyline spp.  (Palm Lily….)* 
 
Hovea  spp. (Pea bush…)* 
 
Austromyrtus dulcis*  

Alpinia  caerulea (Native Ginger)* 
 
Allocasuarina spp. (She Oak…)*  
 
Pararistolochia spp. 
 
Fungi  (Please note many species of fungi are poisonous) 
 
 
  

 

Rhodamnia rubescens 

Callicarpa  pedunculata  (Velvet Leaf) 

Pipturus argenteus (Native Mulberry) 
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A Selection  of Plants for Food (cont.) 
 
 
It is best to choose species that are endemic to your area and are sourced locally. Of course, 
encouraging natural regeneration is preferable. Pararistolochia spp. are the host plants for 
the Richmond Birdwing butterfly. Please destroy any Dutchman’s Pipe vine (exotic species 
from South America) as it is toxic to the larvae of this butterfly. 

 

The animals you wish to feed and the location of the site will influence the species chosen.  
For example, if you live near the sea you will need salt tolerant plants. If you are feeding 
Greater Gliders you will need Eucalyptus spp.  

It is best to source local provenance stock. Your local Council would be a starting point as 
they usually have plant lists, which include species suitable to replace weed species. Your 
Land for Wildlife officers within Council would be able to give guidance, even if your 
property is too small to be part of the Land for Wildlife program. If you live on or near the 
Gold Coast Michelle Benson can provide advice and tube stock. Michelle’ articles Loving our 
Local Native Plants  appeared in Wildnews and were a wonderful source of information for 
wildlife carers.    

Some of the plants that I have listed would be good for small suburban gardens (those 
marked with an asterisk) and would provide some or all of the following  for possums and 
birds, e.g. fruit, nectar, pollen, seeds, leaves  and invertebrates. Some genera may have a 
species that is suitable for an urban garden and another that is not, e.g. Elaeocarpus spp.  
(E. grandis  is an enormous buttressed tree, whereas E. reticulatus  would be fine).  

One of our carers is having great success growing Eucalyptus spp. in her suburban garden. 
She never lets them get to more than two metres or so, which may lead to their death a few 
years down the track, but as she points out, they are providing leaf and if and when they 
die, just plant some more. Eucalypts can have high levels of toxins in their leaves to 
discourage leaf eaters and other predators, so if your leaves have been ravaged by insects, it 
may be a sign that they will be palatable to your possums in care. Research suggests that 
brushtail possums’ bodies let them know when they have reached the limits of toxicity 
(from eating Eucalypt leaves) that their bodies can deal with and will stop eating. Whether 
the possum’s body recognizes the toxins in exotic plants and responds in the same way is 
questionable. There have been deaths in brushtail possums and other species in which 
Camphor Laurel was implicated. Why were they eating it? Perhaps it was in areas where 
Camphor Laurel has replaced native species following damage or destruction of native 
vegetation. 

There are many other species of plants, including grasses, which could have been added, 
but the above list is a start.  
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Supplementary Diet for the Common 
Brushtail, Common Ringtail and Short-
eared Possums 
 

Brushtail possums require some supplementary food to provide adequate nutrition.  

• The supplementary diet will include a high protein baby cereal, or high protein 
supplement, mixed with their milk when they are lapping. A ¼ egg, raw or hard boiled, 
once or twice a week.  

• Nuts such as brazil, cashew, almonds, walnuts,  about 3-6 per day (Almonds are a good 
source of protein).  

• Seeds  -   < an half a teaspoon from a variety of pine nuts, sunflower seeds, wattle 
seeds, pepitas.  

• Vegetables, such as carrot, sweet potato, corn, spinach, silverbeet, Chinese greens, 
mushrooms, pumpkin.  

• Fruit, such as apple, orange, banana, pear, kiwi fruit, pawpaw, peach, grapes, rock 
melon, water melon.  

• Sprinkle fruit and vegetables with Wombaroo High Protein Supplement (5g over 50g of  
fruit and vegetables)  Give small quantities of each of a variety of supplementary foods 
to make up about 10% of the possum’s weight.  

• Sick, injured or debilitated animals may need more and may require it pureed if they 
have trauma to the mouth area. 

Remember a variety of fresh, native vegetation, together with some insects should 
make up the bulk of the diet each day. A smorgasbord is the key for brushtails. 

 

Ringtail possums are folivores and if they can be provided with a variety of good quality 
fresh vegetation (no flowers or fruit before they weigh 200g) can do very well without 
supplement, however small quantities of fruit, vegetables and nuts may be given, but not 
before they weigh 200g. Add Wombaroo High Protein Supplement to the supplement. 

 

Short-eared Possums can be provided with the same supplementary diet as Common 
Brushtails although their natural diet differs somewhat. The age at which they start the 
supplementary diet will be a little later than the Common Brushtail. See Notes. 
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Book Selection for Finding the Natural 
Diet  
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