
Vegetables:   Choose vegetables high in protein and nutrition.  Good choices: spinach, kale, broccoli leaves, sweet potato, carrot.  Limit to 4 varieties per day. 
Nuts:              Raw nuts only (unsalted, unroasted) e.g. almonds, brazil, cashew, walnuts.  Limit to 3-6 per day. 
Seeds:           Raw seeds only (unsalted, unroasted) e.g. pine nuts, sunflower seeds, wattle seeds, pepitas.  Limit to a “pinch” of seeds per day. 

** Note about Housing 
Short-eared Possums stress easily with housing changes – 
ensure they have consistent nesting arrangements and setups 
and slow transitions throughout the housing change process. 

	

Short-eared Brushtail Possum       Version:  Feb 2020 
Easy Reference Hand-raising Guide              
To be used as a guide only in conjunction with Wildcare manuals “Possums of South-east Queensland” and “The Natural Diet and How to Find It”.   

 
 

Weight / 
Age 

Features / 
Behaviour 

Housing 
 

** See Footer Below 

Native Food  
 

 

Feeding Schedule Milk Formula Supplementary Food 
& Nutritional 
Supplements 

Di-Vetelact 
1 scoop : 50mL water  
+ Impact : 1 spoon to 

100mL milk + Protexin 
4g to 100mL milk 

Biolac M100 
16g - Add water to make 

up to 100mL 
+ Impact:  1 spoon to 

100mL milk + Protexin 4g 
to 100mL milk 

Wombaroo Possum 
Refer to Wombaroo 

Booklet for daily 
requirements.   

<90 g 
 
<100 days 

Furless, eyes closed. 
Custard-like faeces.  
Permanently in mum’s 
pouch.   
Experienced carers only 

32°C - 34°C 
ICU/Humidicrib essential for 
success.  Secure pouch.  
Watch for dehydration and 
diarrhea. 

Nil 8 feeds per day 
depending upon 
hydration.  
 
Syringe with cannula or 
syringe teat.   

Milk:  Up to 30% of body 
weight.  
 
May require additional 
water feeds to maintain 
hydration.   

Milk:  Up to 30% of body 
weight.  
 
May require additional 
water feeds to maintain 
hydration.   

< 0.8 formula  
Divide daily feed amount 
by the number of feeds.   
May require additional 
water.  

Only very experienced carers 
should attempt to raise 60g-
100g joeys.  
Feeding schedule is a GUIDE 
and requires ability to adapt to 
the needs of the orphan.   

100 g 
 
110 days 

Furless, eyes opening. 
Custard-like faeces.  
Permanently in mum’s 
pouch.   
Experienced carers only 

32°C - 34°C 
ICU/Humidicrib essential for 
success.  Secure pouch.  
Watch for dehydration and 
diarrhea. 

Nil 6 feeds per day 
depending upon 
hydration. 
 
Syringe with cannula or 
syringe teat.   

Milk:  Up to 30% of body 
weight.  
 
May require additional 
water feeds to maintain 
hydration.   

Milk:  Up to 30% of body 
weight.  
 
May require additional 
water feeds to maintain 
hydration.   

< 0.8 formula  
Divide daily feed amount 
by the number of feeds.   
May require additional 
water. 

Only very experienced carers 
should attempt to raise 60g-
100g joeys.  
Feeding schedule is a GUIDE 
and requires ability to adapt to 
the needs of the orphan.   

120 g 
 
120 days 
4 months 
 

Fine fur beginning to 
develop.  Eyes open.  
Thick, custard-like faeces. 
Permanently in mum’s 
pouch.  
Experienced carers only 

32°C 
Carry cage or basket with 
secure lid and fine mesh. 
  

Nil 6 feeds per day 
Milk - 4 hourly. 
Syringe with cannula or 
syringe teat; or 
Bottle with possum teat.  
 

20% to 25% of body 
weight divided equally 
over 6 feeds. 
 

20% to 25% of body 
weight divided equally 
over 6 feeds. 
 

< 0.8 formula 
transitioning to > 0.8 
formula between 100g 
and 120g. 
Refer to Wombaroo 
Booklet.  
Add additional water to 
maintain hydration.   

Nil 

150 g 
 
130 days 
 
 

Fine sleek fur. 30°C 
Carry cage or basket with 
secure lid and fine mesh. 
Hang pouch inside with a few 
small branches.  Housed 
indoors.  May start to explore.   

Start to introduce soft new 
tips of native vegetation to 
pouch. 

6 feeds per day 
Milk - 4 hourly. 
Syringe with cannula or 
syringe teat; or 
Bottle with possum teat.  
 

20% to 25% of body 
weight divided equally 
over 6 feeds. 
 

20% to 25% of body 
weight divided equally 
over 6 feeds. 
 

 > 0.8 formula 
Divide daily feed amount 
by the number of feeds.  
Add additional water to 
maintain hydration.   

Nil 

200 g 
 
140 days 

Sleek smooth short fur, 
teeth. 
Darker tube-like faeces.  
Starting to explore a little 
outside of mum’s pouch.   

28°C 
Small indoor cage. Hang pouch 
inside with a few small 
branches.  May start to explore 
cage. 
 

Offer a variety of fresh 
native vegetation daily.   
Very important for natural 
diet to be introduced 
before supplementary 
food is provided.   

6 feeds per day 
Milk - 4 hourly. 
Syringe with cannula or 
syringe teat; or 
Bottle with possum teat.  
 

20% to 25% of body 
weight divided equally 
over 6 feeds 

20% to 25% of body 
weight divided equally 
over 6 feeds 

> 0.8 formula 
Divide daily feed amount 
by the number of feeds.  
Add additional water to 
maintain hydration.   

Start to offer small pieces of 
carrot or sweet potato (See 
footer below). 
Limit to maximum of 15g per 
day.  

250 g 
 
150 days 
5 months 

Short dense fur. 
Soft pellets.  
More confident out of 
mum’s pouch.  Riding on 
mum’s back.   

28°C – no artificial heat should 
be necessary except in cold 
weather.   Housed indoors.   
Large cage (1m x 1m x 1.2m) 
with timber nest box secured up 
high with pouch inside. Variety 
of branches and ropes for 
climbing.  
Coop cup with fresh water.  

Offer a good variety of 
native vegetation (at least 5 
different species cut fresh 
each day).  
 
 

6 feeds per day 
Milk - 4 hourly. 
Syringe with cannula or 
syringe teat; or 
Bottle with possum teat.  
 

20% to 25% of body 
weight divided equally 
over 6 feeds. 

20% to 25% of body 
weight divided equally 
over 6 feeds. 

> 0.8 formula 
Divide daily feed amount 
by the number of feeds.   
Add additional water to 
maintain hydration.   

20g-25g (1/8 cup) of a variety 
of vegetables , nuts  and 
seeds (e.g. sweet potato, 
baby spinach, almonds). See 
footer below. 



Vegetables:   Choose vegetables high in protein and nutrition.  Good choices: spinach, kale, broccoli leaves, sweet potato, carrot.  Limit to 4 varieties per day. 
Nuts:              Raw nuts only (unsalted, unroasted) e.g. almonds, brazil, cashew, walnuts.  Limit to 3-6 per day. 
Seeds:           Raw seeds only (unsalted, unroasted) e.g. pine nuts, sunflower seeds, wattle seeds, pepitas.  Limit to a “pinch” of seeds per day. 

** Note about Housing 
Short-eared Possums stress easily with housing changes – 
ensure they have consistent nesting arrangements and setups 
and slow transitions throughout the housing change process. 

	

Short-eared Possum 
Easy Reference Hand-raising Guide  (continued)     

 
	

Weight / 
Age 

Features / 
Behaviour 

Housing Native Food  
 
 

Feeding Schedule Milk Formula Supplementary Food 
& Nutritional 
Supplements 

Di-Vetelact 
1 scoop : 50mL water  
+ Impact : 1 spoon to 

100mL milk  
+ Protexin 4g to 100mL 

milk 

Biolac M100 
16g - Add water to make 
up to 100mL + Impact:  1 
spoon to 100mL milk + 
Protexin 4g to 100mL 

milk 

Wombaroo 
Possum 

Refer to Wombaroo 
Booklet for daily 
requirements.   

300-350 g 
 
160 days 

Dense fur. 
Dark pellets. 
Riding on mum’s back  
More active at night. 

28°C – no artificial heat should 
be necessary except in cold 
weather.    
Housing as per above.    

Must be eating good variety 
of native vegetation cut 
fresh each day.   
 

5 feeds per day. 
Milk - 5 hourly.   
Lapping from small bowl.  
 

20% to 25% of body 
weight divided equally 
over 5 feeds. 

20% to 25% of body 
weight divided equally 
over 5 feeds  
 

> 0.8 formula 
Divide daily feed amount 
by the number of feeds.  
Add additional water to 
maintain hydration. 

30-35g (1/4 cup) of a variety 
of vegetables, nuts and 
seeds.  See footer below.   
Sprinkle with 5g (1 teaspoon) 
Wombaroo High Protein Supp   

450g 
 
170 days 

As above Large cage (2m x 1m x 1m) with 
timber nest box secured up high 
with pouch inside. Variety of 
branches and ropes for climbing.  
Housed indoors.   
Coop cup with fresh water. 

As above.   4 feeds per day. 
Milk – 6 hourly. 
 
Lapping from small bowl.  

20% to 25% of body 
weight divided equally 
over 4 feeds 

20% to 25% of body 
weight divided equally 
over 4 feeds 

> 0.8 formula 
 

Divide daily feed amount 
by the number of feeds.  
Add additional water to 
maintain hydration   

As above. 
Increase supplement with age 
up to 10% of body weight per 
day.   
Sprinkle with 5g (1 teaspoon) 
Wombaroo High Protein Supp   

600 g 
 
180 days 
6 months 

As above  Very protected outdoor aviary 
(minimum 2m x 2m x 2m) 
situated in area easily observed 
during the night (e.g. on deck) 
but away from domestic pets.   
Large variety of fresh native 
vegetation (at least 6 varieties) 
each day placed in water 
containers.  
Nest box, food and water placed 
high in aviary. 

Increase native food from 
the release site.  Browse 
should include   branches 
with leaves, buds, flowers, 
fruit, seeds and insects.  
 
* Need 15 x one metre or 
more branches per 
animal per day. 

3 feeds per day. 
 
Offer early morning, early 
evening and late 
evening.   
 
 

15% of body weight 
divided equally over 3 
feeds. 
 
Decrease to 10% of body 
weight as they increase 
their native vegetation 
intake.   
 

15% of body weight 
divided equally over 3 
feeds. 
 
Decrease to 10% of body 
weight as they increase 
their native vegetation 
intake.   
 

> 0.8 formula 
 

Divide daily feed amount 
by the number of feeds.   
Add additional water to 
maintain hydration 

As above. 
Increase supplement with age 
up to 10% of body weight per 
day.   
Sprinkle with 5g (1 teaspoon) 
Wombaroo High Protein 
Supplement.   

800-1kg 
 
200 days 

As above As above As above.   2 feeds per day. 
 
Offer early morning and 
late evening.   
 

Maximum 50mL per 
feed. 
May continue to offer 
through to release.  

Maximum 50mL per 
feed. 
May continue to offer 
through to release. 

> 0.8 formula 
Maximum 50mL per 
feed.   
May continue to offer 
through to release. 

As above  

1.5kg – 
1.6kg 
 
240-270 days 

Weaned at about 9-10 
months.   

Large outdoor release aviary, 
(minimum. 3m x 3m x 2m) 
situated in natural surroundings.   
Large variety of fresh native 
vegetation (at least 6 varieties) 
each day placed in water 
containers for freshness.   
Nest box, food and water placed 
high in aviary 

As above.  Increase native 
food from the release site.  
Browse should include   
branches with leaves, buds, 
flowers, fruit, seeds and 
insects. Include fallen log 
with fungi. 

1 feed per day. 
Offer late evening.   
 
Late evening feed should 
be offered well after 
native diet has been 
provided.  
 

As above As above As above As above  

2.kg – 
2.5kg 
 
12-18 months 

Should be ready for soft 
release.   
 
** SOFT RELEASE ONLY 

When ready to release, attach 
rope or branch from high in 
release aviary to nearby tree for 
soft release.   
Release well after dark.  

As above, native food from 
the release site, including 
insects.   
 
 

1 feed per day.  
Offer late evening. 
 
  

As above As above As above As above  




