
Ensure that you consult with your Macropod Coordinator before using 0.4 and 0.6 Wombaroo Milk Replacers as some carers have experienced difficulties when using these formulas.   
You should take into consideration that all joey’s are individual’s and will develop at different rates.  You should discuss your particular joey’s progress regularly with your Macropod Coordinator.   
Non-native foods should be provided as a SUPPLEMENT only.  They should never form the bulk of your joey’s diet.    
	
  	
  

Red-necked Padmelon       Version:  November 2017  
Easy Reference Hand-raising Guide              
To be used as a guide only in conjunction with Wildcare manuals “The Care of Orphaned Macropods” and “Care of Orphaned Mammals”. 

 

 
Weight / Age Features / 

Behaviour 
Housing Native Food  

 
 

Feeding Schedule Milk Formula Supplementary Food & 
Nutritional Supplements Di-Vetelact 

1 scoop : 40mL water. 
ADD Impact : 1 spoon to 

100mL milk 

Wombaroo Kangaroo 
Refer to Wombaroo 

Booklet for daily 
requirements.   

100 g 
 
 

Unfurred, but skin starting to 
darken. 
Eyes closed.  Ears down. 
Faeces:  Mustard toothpaste  
consistency.  
Permanently in mum’s pouch.   
Experienced carers only. 

32°C 
ICU/humidicrib essential 
for success.  
Fully pouch bound.    
Watch for dehydration and 
diarrhea. 

Nil 8 feeds per day depending 
upon hydration. May require 
additional water feeds. 
 
Glass syringe with narrow 
macropod teat.   
 

Milk:  Up to 30% of body 
weight per day. 
Essential that Impact is 
added to milk.   
May require additional water 
feeds to maintain hydration.   

0.4 Wombaroo 
Kangaroo Milk. 
 
Please refer to 
Macropod Coordinator 
before using this 
formula. 

Only very experienced carers 
should attempt to raise < 100g 
joeys.  
Feeding schedule is a GUIDE and 
requires ability to adapt to the 
needs of the orphan.   
Good chance of success at this 
age if joey is uncompromised.  

120 g 
 
 

Unfurred. 
Eyes open, ears up. 
Faeces: Mustard colour and 
toothpaste consistency. 
Starting to groom themselves 

As above.  Start to offer small 
amounts of grass 
with roots and dirt 
attached.   

As above. As above   As above then 
transitioning to 0.6 
Wombaroo Kangaroo 
Milk.   
Only use on advice from 
Macropod Coordinator. 

Experienced carers only. 
Apply lotion to tail and feet if 
required.   

200g – 250g 
 
 

Very fine covering of fur to 
short sleek fur. 
 
Faeces:  Soft olive-green 
pellets.  

30°C 
Housed in a cane basket 
or hanging bag with warm 
pouch and gentle heat if 
required.   
Starting to emerge from 
pouch. Hops very 
awkwardly.   
Should be starting to 
thermo-regulate by this 
stage. Be careful not to 
overheat.  

Should be eating 
a variety of 
grasses with roots 
and dirt attached.   

6 feeds per day. 
 
25ml bottle with small pointed 
macropod teat.   

Milk: 20% - 25% of body 
weight per day. 
Essential that Impact is 
added to milk.  
 
Start to transition to >0.7 
Wombaroo Kangaroo milk.   

Start to transition to >0.7 
Wombaroo Kangaroo 
milk.  
 
Divide daily feed amount 
by the number of feeds.   
May require additional 
water feeds to maintain 
hydration. 

Apply lotion to tail and feet if 
required.   

400 g 
 
 

Short to long fur. 
 
Faeces:  Dark firm pellets 

28°C 
Housed in a cane basket 
or hanging bag.   
Very confident out of 
pouch.  Requires access 
to grassy area outside for 
short intervals. 
Starting to toilet by 
themselves.     
 

Should be 
confidently eating 
a variety of 
grasses and 
native vegetation.   

5 feeds per day. 
 
50ml bottle with small pointed 
macropod teat.  

Milk:  15% to 20% of body 
weight per day.  
Continue to add Impact to 
milk.  
Highly recommend that joey 
be transitioned to Wombaroo 
>0.7 Kangaroo Milk 
Replacer.  

>0.7 Wombaroo 
Kangaroo milk. 
Divide daily feed amount 
by the number of feeds.   

No supplementary food offered.   



Ensure that you consult with your Macropod Coordinator before using 0.4 and 0.6 Wombaroo Milk Replacers as some carers have experienced difficulties when using these formulas.   
You should take into consideration that all joey’s are individual’s and will develop at different rates.  You should discuss your particular joey’s progress regularly with your Macropod Coordinator.   
Non-native foods should be provided as a SUPPLEMENT only.  They should never form the bulk of your joey’s diet.    
	
  	
  

Red-necked Pademelon  
Easy Reference Hand-raising Guide  (continued)     

 
	
  

	
  

Weight / Age Features / 
Behaviour 

Housing Native Food 
 
 

Feeding Schedule Milk Formula Supplementary Food & 
Nutritional Supplements Di-Vetelact 

1 scoop : 40mL water. 
ADD Impact : 1 spoon to 

100mL milk 

Wombaroo Kangaroo 
Refer to Wombaroo 

Booklet for daily 
requirements. 

600 g 
 
 

Thick, dense fur. 
Fur should now be 
weatherproof.   
Faeces: Firm dark pellets.  

28°C 
Spending more time out of 
pouch investigating 
surrounds and grazing.   
Requires access to well-
fenced secure grassy 
enclosure during the day.  

A variety of 
grasses and 
native vegetation, 
dirt and roots 
offered fresh 
twice a day.   

5 feeds per day 
 
25ml bottle with small to 
medium pointed macropod 
teat.  
 
 

Not recommended As above  No supplementary food offered.   

800 g 
 

As above Access to well fenced 
grassy enclosure during 
day for longer periods.   

As above 4 feeds per day 
25ml or 50ml bottle with small 
to medium pointed rounded 
macropod teat.   

Not recommended  As above No supplementary food offered.  

1kg As above Using natural shelter, may 
not be using basket/bag.  
Keep basket/bag in 
enclosure though – do not 
remove. 
Spending day and night 
outside.   

As above.  
Natural foods 
should be 
dominating the 
diet. 

3 feeds per day. 
 
Bottle and teat as above.  

Not recommended As above  Can start to introduce a SMALL 
amount of lucerne and macropod 
pellets ONCE a day. 

1.5kg 
 
 

As above Should now be in well 
fenced, snake-proof re-
release enclosure with 
natural food and shelter.   
Start to reduce human 
contact. 
 

As above.  1-2 feeds per day.  
 
Bottle and teat as above.    

Not applicable Not applicable As above  

2kg As above Spending very little time in 
pouch.  Can remove if no 
longer being used.   

As above Weaned Not applicable Not applicable  As above 

2.5kg As above Can be soft-released. 
May stay near release site 
and gradually explore 
further afield.  Totally 
independent.   

As above Weaned  Not applicable Not applicable Macropod pellets can be offered 
outside of release enclosure 
following soft-release for a short 
while.   


