Koala
Easy Reference Hand-raising Guide

To be used as a guide only in conjunction with Wildcare manual “Care of Orphaned Koalas”

Version: April 2018
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Weight Features + Behaviour Housing - Temperature Leaf Milk + Supplements Feeding + Toileting
<100g Unfurred. Eyes closed. Carefully consider viability before attempting to hand-raise. None Refer below for 100-200g if attempting Refer below for 100-200g if
Transparent skin, no pigmentation. | Only attempt if ears open, eye lids well formed and some to raise. attempting to raise.
<3 months Permanently in mum’s pouch pigmentation. Chance of success at this age very poor.
attached to the teat.
100-200g Unfurred. Eyes closed. 34° - 36° (younger animals will require > 36°). None Milk formula 6 feeds a day, evenly spaced
Pink skin and less transparent. ICU (humidicrib) essential. Refer to training manual. every 4 hours.
4 months Faeces - toothpaste consistency. Always use an indoor/outdoor thermometer with probe placed Wombaroo Impact ®
between pouch liners to monitor temperature. 1g (one moderately heaped spoon) perday | Use a 10mL glass syringe and
Permanently in mum’s pouch Warm outer pouch (cotton fleece) with 2 cotton pouch liners. to each 100mL of made-up milk formula. * pointed koala teat to reduce
attached to the teat. Include a small teddy in pouch liners with the joey. Protexin Soluble Probiotic ® chance of aspiration.
Line bottom of ICU with cotton bunny rugs. ghsir;,;fpgujgf;s;gslgen‘%sfgf%)l : er
Include several medium-sized teddy bears within reach as some ' Toilet before each feed.
unfurred joeys will climb out of their pouch when hungry.
200-300g Unfurred. Skin starting to grey. 34° None Milk formula and Impact as above but As above.
Eyes open or close to opening. ICU - as set up above. Protexin ® at 1g per animal per day
5 months Faeces — toothpaste consistency. Once eyes are open, joeys more likely to climb from pouch when added to milk formula.
Permanently in mum’s pouch. hungry. Essential that teddies are included in ICU by this age.
300-4509 Short sleek fur. 30-32° Must have access to fresh, Milk formula and Impact as above. 6 feeds a day, evenly spaced
Fur will be thicker around ICU - as set up above. clean caecum contents in Highly recommended that Protexin ® is | every 4 hours.
6 months head/shoulders and finer on rump. | Cane basket - Line with baby blankets, feather pouch, pouch readiness for pap feeding. used at Stress Dose (29 per animal per | Some joeys may start to
liners. Secure several teddies to the basket within reach of the day) during pap feeding stage. demand feed (refer to training
Faeces — toothpaste consistency pouch. May require a Snugglesafe ® for warmth. Start to introduce soft Joeys are generally reluctant to take manual).
firming to irregular-shaped pellets. Small plastic bottles filled with water for holding fresh leaf. Secure | eucalyptus tips from this milk feeds when pap feeding. Still Use a 10mL glass syringe with
to basket within easy reach of the joey. point on even if they show continue to offer milk feeds at regular pointed koala teat.
Starting to emerge from mum'’s Will start to climb to top of pouch and cry when hungry. little interest at first. intervals but can offer less-frequently if
pouch to initiate pap feeding. Start to provide supervised time outside in basket each day for taking pap. Toilet before each feed.
10-20 minutes (morning or late afternoon gentle sun). Watch hydration carefully.
450-700g Lightly furred with whirls of fur 30-32° Starting to eat more leaf. Milk formula and Impact as above. 6 feeds a day, evenly spaced
going in all directions. Fur often ICU set up as above for younger joeys and then transition to Offer lots of fresh, soft tip as every 4 hours. Transition to
7 months more fluffy on shoulders. basket setup. well as some mature leaf. Continue Protexin ® at Stress dose (2g) | demand feeding (generally

Faeces — Rounded pellets.

Joey would be climbing out of
mum’s pouch and clinging to her
belly or back.

Cane basket set up as above.

During colder months can place in ICU at night ~30° and basket
through the day as they become more active.

ICU at this age only suitable if using a larger model (Large R-
COM or oval-shaped Vetario) which provides adequate room.
Will be climbing more confidently around basket, clinging to
teddies and eating leaf outside of the pouch.

Offer soft tip from Melaleuca
and Bottlebrush spp.
regularly.

May require a pap feeding
again during this stage.
Watch closely for signs.

until pap feeding finished and producing
round pellets.

every 3-4 hours from late
afternoon to morning and 5-6
hourly from morning to late
afternoon).

Toilet before each feed..
Should be pelleting on their
own and starting to climb from
pouch to urinate.
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Easy Reference Hand-raising Guide (continued)
Weight Features + Behaviour Housing - Temperature Leaf Milk + Supplements Feeding + Toileting
700-1100g Fluffy fur all over. Artificial heat no longer required. Still housed indoors. Eating around 100g of leafa | Milk formula and Impact as above. 4 feeds a day on demand.
Faeces — Pellets. Cane basket set up as above. Remove warmer outer pouches day. Demand feeding schedule
8 months towards end of this stage as they become more active. Eating a variety of Euc. spp. | Continue Protexin ® at Maintenance generally from mid-late
Joey too large to return to mum’s Several vertical tree forks with horizontal beams. Securely tie Dose (19). afternoon through to early
pouch and will cling to mum’s back | medium-large teddy in forks. Place basket at bottom of tree forks. | Offer soft tip from Melaleuca morning. Some may refuse a
(back young). Will start to explore from basket and climb for short periods. and Bottlebrush spp. midday feed.
Keep providing leaf in basket but also include a leaf pot in the tree | regularly.
Mum'’s pouch shrinks and the forks. Should be toileting on their
joey’s teat protrudes from the own by this stage.
pouch.
1100-1500g As above Confidently exploring tree forks. Increase number of leaf pots and | Leaf as above. Milk formula and Impact as above. Milk - 3 feeds a day on
reduce leaf offered in basket. Continue Protexin ® at Maintenance demand.
9 months Joey more adventurous and taking | Hang the joey’s basket from the tree forks or place an additional Consumes around 150g of Dose (19). Generally early morning, late
short trips away from mum. basket (including teddies). leaf a day. afternoon and late evening.
Will start to sleep in tree forks but keep a basket within reach.
Outside for a few hours each day in a snake-proof enclosure with ~1500g can transition to paste feeding Paste - 2 feeds a day (refer to
same configuration of tree forks, baskets etc. if a reluctant feeder. manual).
1500-2000g Joey growing more independent Increase time outside. Should be permanently outside by 2kg. Leaf as above. Milk formula and Impact as above; or Milk - 2 feeds a day - morning
from mum. Much more active. Climbing and jumping around tree forks. paste feed. and evening.
10 months Enclosure should include more vertical tree forks and horizontal Consumes around 200g of Can discontinue Protexin ® if healthy
beams. Include 3-4 leaf pots in various positions. leaf a day. and good gut flora levels. Paste - 2 feeds a day (refer to
manual).
2000-25009 Joey would wean from mum. Outside day and night. Remove teddies and basket by this stage. | Consuming 300g+ of leaf a Milk formula and Impact as above; or Milk or paste - 1 feed a day —
Will stay close to mum for up to a Reduce physical contact and commence weaning. day. paste feed. either morning or evening.
11 months further 6 months. Leaf as above.
2500-30009 Starting to move away from mum Should be moving to plantation/pre-release enclosure by 3kg. Leaf as above. None Weaned
for extended periods and some Should not be handled by this stage unless for weighing or
12+ months may start to disperse. veterinary treatment.
3.5kg — 4.5kg Dispersing from mum'’s home Must have gained adequate fitness in plantation area. Leaf as above. None None

range.

Must be dehumanized and ready for release.

Important Notes

This Guide relates to koalas from Queensland and Northern New South Wales only. Koalas in southern States will be much larger in size/weight.
Weights are a guide only as there can be significant differences in weight versus age in young joeys. Be guided by the Features and Behaviour to determine the stage of development.

This is a guide only and is relevant for healthy orphaned koalas. Adjustments to housing and feeding will generally be required for a compromised orphan.
For more detailed information, refer to the Wildcare training manual Care of Orphaned Koalas.

* Spoon refers to the one supplied with the product.




