Wildcare Australia

FEATHERTAIL GLIDER

Easy Reference Chart - To be used as a Guide Only

Weightin | Age in days | Features and Development Food Housing
grams
13¢g 60 Ears erect, eyes closed, naked. | Milk hourly. Feed with syringe and feeding Secure pouch. Heat 32-34°C.
tube. Very difficult to save.
3g 70 Eyes closed. Fine fur Milk 3 hourly. Syringe and feeding tube. Secure pouch. Heat 32-34°C.
4¢g Eyes open. Short fur Milk 4 hourly. Start to introduce native foliage | Small fish tank. Heat under half tank
with blossoms and reduce milk to 3 feeds daily
S5¢g Very active. You need to finish| Milk early morning and pre dusk. Tiny insects, | Small nest box in large fish tank or in
feeding before dark as they slip| spiders, foliage with invertebrates and blossom.| large indoor enclosure covered with fly
through your fingers. Fringe Very finely chopped fruit, nuts and seeds sprin-| screening, with branches, rope and
starts to grow. kled with High Protein Supplement water container.
6¢g 100 Fully furred. Start to wean. Milk once daily. Tiny insects, spiders, foliage | As above.
with invertebrates and blossom. Very finely Great escape artists.
chopped fruit, nuts and seeds sprinkled with Water, branches and room to run
High Protein Supplement. around.
75¢g Weaned. Start to prepare for Small insects, spiders, foliage with inverte- Release aviary with plenty of room to
release. Must be in a group. brates and blossom. Very finely chopped fruit, | jump and glide. Fly screened.
nuts and seeds sprinkled with High Protein Water, leaf and branches. More than
Supplement. one nest box.
9-10 g Release As above. Release aviary as above.

Feed mainly the natural diet. Large numbers of branches with foliage for gleaning invertebrates, and lots of fresh blossoms for nectar, pollen and insects. Blossoms can be sprinkled
with extra blossom nectar if required.
Supplement only, less than 10% of daily intake: Fresh melon finely chopped, sprinkled with finely chopped nuts, seeds and high protein supplement, mealworms (gut loaded, see ad-

dendum) and apricot nectar. Remember recognizing and finding the natural diet is critical to their survival in the wild.

New gliders coming into care with an age and weight for the aviary stage may need to be treated as younger gliders until they are stabilised and have been thoroughly checked.

The chart was prepared by Angela Mutton, Sharon Singleton & Eleanor Hanger. Please notify the species coordinator if you have an animal in care. January 2009
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