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Based on information contained in Guidelines for the Management of Exudative Dermatitis in the Common and Short-eared Brushtail Possum 
(Trichosurus vulpecula and T. caninus) in South-east Queensland by Kathryn Kielly. 

 

CONSIDERATION TREATMENT CAN BE CONSIDERED EUTHANASIA RECOMMENDED 

Veterinary access  Suitable veterinary assistance is available including 
assessment, diagnosis, prognosis and treatment  

No or inadequate veterinary assistance available 

Microbial results  Bacteria identified and appropriate antibiotics are 
available 

Multi-resistance bacteria; antibiotics unavailable 

Clinical pathology 
results  

All parameters within normal range Anaemia/non-regenerative anaemia; other abnormalities that 
indicate underlying conditions or disease 

Extent of dermatitis  Wounds extend to less than 20% of body Wounds extend to greater than 20% of body 

Degree/Severity of 
dermatitis  

Superficial thickness wounds 

 

 

Partial or full-thickness wounds; wounds that expose 
underlying muscle/bone

 

Location of wounds Wounds located on body surfaces where mobility 
will not be restricted due to scar tissue (e.g. around 
joints of limbs, neck). 

 

 

Wounds that cover the facial area (particularly around the 
eyes); joints of limbs 
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Body condition  Good body condition score 

 

 

Poor body condition score; emaciated 

 

Age Young animal - based on body size for juveniles and 
tooth wear for adults (tooth wear class 1 to 5) 

Aged possum (a tooth wear class of 6 or above) 

Length of treatment  Treatment length is very short. Wounds heal quickly; 
medication is delivered over a short period of time 
(e.g. 10 – 14 days) 

Treatment will be prolonged due to extensive wound healing 
or medicating 

Suitability for 
release  

Possum can be released back to its original home 
range 

Original location from where possum came is unknown; 
unsafe to return possum to its original home range (eg habitat 
has been or is being destroyed) 

Suitable 
rehabilitator  

A suitable rehabilitator is available (based on 
recommendations in guidelines) 

No suitable rehabilitator is available 

Suitable facilities  Suitable facilities available No suitable facilities available 


