
A Quick Guide to some Aspects of  

Basic Possum Care 

Large Cages 

Cages	should	be	placed	in	a	quiet	environment	away	from	noise,	domestic	pets	etc.,	
preferably	on	a	table	or	stand,	not	on	the	ground.	

A	sheet	or	blanket	may	be	used	to	cover	the	cage	to	form	a	visual	barrier.	

Ensure	that	outside	cages	are	in	the	shade	

Cage	Furniture:-	

Dreys	or	nest	boxes	placed	high	in	cage.	All	animals	need	a	dark	shelter.	

D-cups	for	fresh	drinking	water	and	supplementary	food	

Bottles	to	hold	water	for	vegetation.	Secured	so	as	easy	to	remove	for	cleaning.	

Branches	for	climbing,	for	chewing	and	stripping,	to	allow	access	to	vegetation	and	to	
discourage	possums	from	wandering	around	on	the	floor	of	the	cage	or	aviary.		

Every	day:-		

Remove	soiled	newspaper	from	bottom	of	cage	and	clean	cage	as	necessary.		

Place	fresh	newspaper	on	the	bottom	–overlap	in	such	a	way	as	to	make	it	easy	to	roll	and	
remove	the	following	day.	

Empty	vegetation	containers,	clean	and	put	in	fresh	water.	Replace	any	good	un-eaten	
vegetation	and	put	in	fresh	vegetation.	See	Possum	Manual	and	Easy	Reference	Charts	for	
quantity.	

Clean	container	and	refresh	drinking	water.		

Remove	any	un-eaten	supplementary	food	and	also	milk	containers	if	possums	are	not	
being	hand	fed.		

Milk	must	not	be	left	in	the	cage	or	aviary	for	more	than	an	hour	during	the	day	as	it	will	go	
off	in	the	hot	weather.		

If	more	than	one	possum	in	cage	give	each	a	separate	D-cup	with	milk	to	ensure	that	each	
animal	gets	the	required	amount.	Animals	on	more	than	one	feed	per	day	should	be	hand	
fed.	See	Possum	Manual	and	Easy	Reference	Charts	for	feeding	guide.	

Cont.	overleaf	



N.B.		All	feeding	equipment	must	be	washed	in	hot	soapy	water	and	sterilized.	Bottles	and	
teats	should	be	rinsed	immediately	after	use	in	cold	water,	before	being	washed	in	hot	
soapy	water	and	sterilized.	

Browse	must	be	cut	fresh	each	day	and	stored	in	water.	See	Possum	Manual	and	Easy	
Reference	charts	for	more	information.		

Never	leave	water	containers	without	branches	in	them,	as	animals	have	drowned.		

Never	leave	water	containers	upright	and	empty	as	animals	have	become	stuck	in	them	and	
died.	

Aviaries 

Aviary	Furniture:-	

Dreys	or	nest	boxes	placed	high.	

D-cups	for	fresh	drinking	water	and	supplementary	food.	

Plumbers’	pipes	to	hold	water	for	vegetation.		Attach	in	such	a	way	that	they	are	easy	to	
remove	to	clean.		See	Possum	Manual.	

Branches	for	climbing,	for	chewing	and	stripping,	to	allow	access	to	vegetation	and	to	
discourage	possums	from	wandering	around	on	the	floor	of	the	cage	or	aviary.		

Christmas	tree	stand	with	water	to	hold	large	branch	(2m.	+)	

Rope	

Old	vegetation	can	be	put	on	the	roof	of	the	aviary	to	help	insulate	it	in	hot	weather.		

See	notes	under	“Every	day”	above.	

The	floor	of	the	aviary	needs	to	be	kept	clean.	

A	few	points:	

Ringtails	do	better	in	pairs	or	groups	of	similar	age	(See	Possum	Manual)	

Short-eared	Possums	also	do	better	in	pairs	or	groups	of	similar	age.	

Common	Brushtail	Possums	do	better	in	adjoining	cages,	as	serious	behavioural	problems	
may	arise	if	two	of	more	are	raised	together	and	these	can	lead	to	stress	and	stress	related	
problems,	however	sometimes	pairing	them	up	can	be	very	successful,	so	it	is	important	to	
consult	your	coordinator	to	discuss	the	matter.	

We	never	raise	different	species	of	gliding	or	non-gliding	possums	together.	


