Timeline of major development stages in juvenile koalas

Stage of Development Age Range

Head out of pouch 162 - 203 days
First total emergence 166 — 224 days
Maternal faeces eaten 171 - 213 days
First total emergence 175 - 182 days
Eucalypt leaves eaten 192 - 232 days
First seen off mother 214 - 275 days

Source: Australian Mammals — Biology and Captive Management — Jackson, S.
Derived from Smith (1975), Thompson (1987) and Blanshard (1990).
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Source: Australian Mammals — Biology and Captive Management — Jackson, S.
Derived from Thompson (1987), Blanshard (1991), Martin and Handasyde (1991) and
O’Callaghan (1996).



Changes in the appearance of juvenile koalas over the first seven
months of life.

Age (days) Physical development noted, or assumed to occur at that time

6-13 Skin (including nose) pink.

Unpigmented claws present on fore and hind limbs.
Eyes and ears closed.

Pouch clearly defined.

26 Dorsal part of nose light brown. Edges of pinnae faintly lined with brown.
Eyes closed, ears open.

Vibrissae around mouth, chin and eyelids.

Extremely fine hair on nose but no other hair.

Palms ands soles lightly pigmented.

Claws unpigmented.

Mouth open to the centre of each nostril.

Scrotum well defined.

33 Faint greyish skin pigmentation on parts of face, hands and feet.

62 Skin pigmentation more obvious on face, arms and legs, with hands and
feet particularly dark.

68-79 Nose incompletely pigmented.

Eyes closed.

Fine hair on undersides of pinnae.

Mouth open to (or past) the outer edge of each nostril.

84 Greyish pigmentation fading and skin returning to pink, except on nose,
palms and soles.

53-125 Eyes beginning to open.

61-126 Tip of penis split (males).

91-123 Long, wispy, pale hair on chin and shorter wisps on pinnae.

Extremely fine and very sparse hairs on forehead and nape; may also occur
on shoulders, arms and hands.

105-140 Claws amber-brown.

163-182 Darker hair on head, nape and shoulders.

Extremely fine, pale hair on lower body, although barely visible on ventral
abdomen.

Some thicker hair on hind legs and feet.

184-189 Dense, smooth fur over lower half of body, lying flat against the skin in a
caudal-to-cranial direction. Longer coat over the nape and shoulders, lying
in flat whorls.

180-204 Coat fluffy all over, i.e. no tracts apparent in fur.

189-212 Whorls still vaguely apparent on nape and shoulders, while a caudal-to-
cranial inclination persists over the lower body.

Source: Blanshard, W.H. (1990) Growth and development of the koala from birth to weaning.



