
	
  

	
  	
  

Echidna Puggle                         Version: May 2018 
Easy Reference Hand-raising Guide              
To be used as a guide only in conjunction with Wildcare manual “Principles of Echidna Rehabilitation”   

 

 
Age – Weight  Features + Behaviour  Housing  Feeding  
 
0 – 21 days  
 
< 3 weeks 

Still pouch bound with mother. 
Pink skin. 
Eyes closed. 
Ears closed. 
No pigmentation.   

Very success rate with hand-raising puggles under 3 weeks of 
age.  Carefully consider viability and animal welfare.   
Do not be guided by weight – ensure the puggle is aged 
according to developmental features rather than weight.  
Puggles can be successfully hand-reared from 50g provided 
they have some pigmentation and are not compromised.   
Refer to an experienced echidna carer for advice on viability.   

If considered viable, refer to feeding notes for 3-4 weeks.   

 
21-28 days 
 
3 – 4 weeks 
 
 

Still pouch bound on mother. 
Pink skin with no spines visible. 
Eyes shut. 
Some pigmentation on nose and claws.   
 
Urination - every 3-4 days when animal is handled.  
Defecation – every 1-2 weeks. 
Faeces – yellow/mustard colour, toothpaste consistency. 

Small insulated box with plastic sides with no lid. 
Small cotton baby blankets to line box - form a hollow in the 
centre.   
Place puggle into two snug cotton pouch liners and place into 
hollow.  
Ambient temperature - 23°C to 28°C.   
No external heating should be required but monitor closely with 
an indoor/outdoor probe thermometer. 
Regulate temperature by keeping in a well-ventilated room.   
If necessary, place a small ice pack wrapped in a towel and 
placed along the outside of the box. 
No stimulation needed to toilet.  
Clean thoroughly when soiled.   

Wombaroo Echidna Milk Replacer < 30 days + Impact. 
 
Offer from hand twice daily until feeding well (consuming 5% 
BW).  Thereafter offer daily when active and then reduce to 
feeding every 2-3 days once consuming around 10% of body 
weight.  
Essential to ensure stomach empty before offering next feed.   
If no success in getting puggle to nuzzle milk from the hand, and 
if losing considerable weight, then consider tube feeding.   
Tube feed 5% body weight initially and then continue to offer milk 
by hand.  Generally young should not require tube feeding more 
than once.   
(See ‘Feeding techniques’ in manual). 
 

~ 35 days  
 
5 weeks 

Spines visible under the skin. 
Eyes close to opening. 
Skin starts to appear bluish. 
Mother would start to leave in burrow from this age.  

As above for 3-4 weeks. Start transition process to >30 Wombaroo Echidna Milk + Impact. 
Refer to Wombaroo Echidna chart (see manual). 
 
Newly orphaned puggles – refer to Feeding notes above for 3-4 
weeks.   
Once feeding well, hand feeding every 2 to 3 days.   
Ensure stomach empty before offering next feed.   
 

~ 42 days  
6 weeks  
  

Eyes open. 
Fine spines through the skin. 
Skin distinct blue colour. 

As above for 3-4 weeks.  Wombaroo Echidna Milk Replacer > 30 days + Impact.   
Hand feeding every 2-3 days at 10%+ of body weight. 
Ensure stomach empty before offering next feed.   
 

~ 60 days  
2 months 

Spines 2mm long over entire body. 
Increased activity at each feed. 
Will wobble and try to crawl when woken up. 

As above and then progressing to burrow stage as outlined 
below for ~3 months. 

Wombaroo Echidna Milk Replacer > 30 days + Impact. 
Hand feeding every 2-4 days at 10-20% of body weight. 
½ to 1 teaspoon of clean sifted dirt or termite mound added to 
each feed.  
Ensure stomach empty before offering next feed.   
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Important Notes                
Be guided by the Features and Behaviour to determine the age and stage of development as weights can vary significantly between individuals.  
Impact is added at the rate of 1 spoon (supplied with the product) to each 100mL of made-up milk formula.   
This is a guide only and is relevant for healthy puggles. Adjustments to housing and feeding will generally be required for a compromised orphan. 
For more detailed information, refer to the Wildcare training manual Principles of Echidna Rehabilitation.   
 

Age – Weight  Features + Behaviour  Housing  Feeding  
~90 days  
3 months 

Spines now much longer.   
Ear opening visible. 
Starting to climb and explore burrow. 

Move into container (80cm(L) x 50cm(W) x 55cm(H)) with 
~20cm of mulch/leaf litter substrate.  
Leave several blankets from previous stage in container.   
Bury a hollowed log at a 45° angle, to act as a burrow.  

Wombaroo Echidna Milk Replacer > 30 days + Impact. 
Feed when active.   
Hand feeding every 2-4 days at 15-20% of body weight. 
Do not exceed 20% of body weight per feed.   
1 teaspoon of clean sifted dirt or termite mound added to each 
feed.  
Ensure stomach empty before offering next feed.   
Offer warm water on hand after each feed. 
 

~ 150 days  
5 months 

Active, starting to stand and walk. Move to larger plastic tub (120cm x 70cm x 60cm) and include 
larger hollows and deep substrate of mulch/leaf litter and clean 
soil.   
Should now be burrowing in substrate and no longer needing 
blankets.   
 

Wombaroo Echidna Milk Replacer  >30 days + Impact.   
Shallow water bowl present in large tub. 
 

~ 180 days  
6 months 

As above. As above. 
In addition, when active start to allow access outdoors in a 
secure yard to encourage natural foraging behavior. 
Start to transition to outdoor enclosure (see notes on outdoor 
enclosure in manual).  

Wombaroo Echidna Milk Replacer >30 days + Impact.   
Feeding quantities should now be reduced but feeding more 
often.   Feed only when active. 
Some juveniles may eat daily and some may eat every 2-3 days. 
Cooler weather will mean less frequent feedings. 
Natural food sources such as termites and ants should be 
provided at least 2 times weekly.  Provide sections of termite 
mounds for puggle to practice foraging and increase strength.  
 

~ 210 – 300 
days 
7-10 months 
(800–1500g) 

Would be exiting burrow and be weaned.  
Independent. 
Faeces should resemble those of normal adult echidnas 
if being fed plenty of natural food. 
If on milk diet, faeces will still be slightly soft and not as 
dark.   
 

Ready for release. 
You must be confident that puggle can find natural food 
sources and is in good body condition and health.   

Termite mounds presented in the tub/outdoor pen at least 2 
times weekly. 
Milk offered as often as the juvenile is active. 
Can be transitioned to adult diet if being kept over winter.   


